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` ‘tus inhabitants of thefe hills acknowledge alle- 
giance to a vaffal of the Burdy Rajah’s, who refides 
at Budderry, a village fituated four cofs weft of Ud- 
egoor. His name is Bupuoo; and he has a Fagheer 
of twelve villages, in confideration of his bringing to 
the affiftance of the Burdy Rajah fifty men in time of 
warfare. The Karwars are divided into many feéts, 
among which the following were named to me, viz. 
the Pautbundies, the Teerwars, the Sefahars, and 


- Durkwars; There were no villages, and few inhabi- 


tants, in that fpace of country-to the ealtward, which 
jay between my track and the river Soane ; but to the 
weltward, a few villages were faid to be fituated, of 
which little account was made;‘for tlie inhabitants, 
who are fond of a roving life, are continually chang- 
ing the places of their abode. The Bejool river rifes 
in the diftrids of Purrury and Gundwadly. In the 
former is a large town, bearing the fame name, fitu- 
ated about twenty-five cofs fouth-welt of Udgegoor. 


Ix the courfe of my inquiries into the ftate of this 
wild country, my attention was occafionally directed 
to the language of the mountaineers, which induced 
me to colle& a fmall fpecimen of it; but as the only 
metifed I had of acquiring this, was by pointing to 
the obje& of which I required the name, the follow- 


ing were the only words which, after much pains, es 


sould colle&t: 

i ENGLISH. KARWARS. 
Food, = 2 - Gopuckneye ' 
To fit down, - - Goburro, 
Salita - - Minka, 
A Goat, - - = Chargur, 
Fire, =e -  Usggundeutah, 
A Tiger, a = Kerona, 
A Hut, - - - Muparah, 


YOL. Vile | ec ENGLISH, | 
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ENGLISH. KARWARS- 
A Horfe, - - - ` Chekut, 
The Moon, - - =- Chadermah 
The Sun, - = - Soorjuadewtah. 


Our provifions being nearly confumed, it was 
with much fatisfa€tion that I underftood our next 
day’s journey would bring us to a village in the ter- 
ritory of the Sinmgrowla Rajah; where, if the inha- 
bitants did not abandon it, we fhould be abundantly 
fupplied with grain. 


Fes. gth. We had notadvanced far on our march, 
when we perceived the Bzekery Hills, which were 
the larget I had feen fince leaving Kzimoor-gaut: I 
was informed that they extended to Gyah, and that 
Bidjyghur* is vifible from their fummits on a clear 
day. After fkirting along the eaft fide of thefe hills 
for about five miles, we paffed through them at a nar- 
row defile, called Bulgaut, and then entered upon the 
Singrowla Rajah’s territory. Thecountry now opened 
into an extenfive plain, though ftill wild, and un- 
cultivated. We ftopped at the village of Oury, the 
inhabitants of which are mountaineers. ALLANAD 
Muarog, a yaflal to the Singrowla Rajah, was in 
charge of this place, and of the pafs we had come 
through. It was not till four hours after our arrival, 


` that we procured a fupply of grain, although much 


courtefy had been ufed to obtain it; for the inhabi- 
tants having fled on our approach, it was with dif- 
ficulty they’ could be prevailed on to return to their 
dwellings: this, however, they all did before night. 


‘Fes. 10th. We proceeded in a plain, about ten 
miles wide, but covered with a foreft, and very wild. 


-As we drew near to the village of Gurfery, the 


country 


* A frong hill fort, fituated about forty miles S. S. E. from Chunarghur. 


J 
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country opened, and appeared cultivated. This-vil-. 
lage confifted of about fifty huts, and here we pro- 
cured grain in abundance. 


Fes, 11th. Turis day we arrived at Shawpour, 
where the Rajah of Singrowla refides, The firft part 
of our road was through a level country, cultivated 
near the villages, but beyond half a mile from the 
road entirely wafte. The laft three miles were through 
a thick foreft, in which were two or three narrow de- 
files, between high banks of earth, and fenced on each 
fide with bamboos. 


Suawpour, the capital of Singrowla, is fituated in 
a fine plain, amidft lofty ranges of hills. It is a large 
flraggling town, with a little fort, built of rubble- 
tone and mud, to which, at this ime, the Rajah was 
making fome improvements. The Rhair, a confider- 
able river, runs by the fouth fide of the town. The 
ftream, which is about one hundred yards wide, and: 
four feet in depth, dafhes with great rapidity over a 
bed of rock. Nothing but the rocks, indeed, pre- 
vent its being navigable for large boats.: This river 
rifes in the hills and. forefts of Surgooja, and after 
being joined by the Bijool and Gutaun, falls into the 
Soane near Agowry. The plain in which, Shawpour 
is fituated, is tolerably fertile, and only wants inha- 
bitants,, and a good government, to render it more 
produétive. Iron abounds in Singrowla, the value 
being from eight annas to a rupee the maund,* accord- 
ing to the quality of the metal. 


Tux inhabitants of this town, alarmed at the fight 
of the Englifh fepoys, whom they now beheld for the 
firft time, had moft of them fled on our arrival; and 
by night the Rajah’s capital was almoft deferted. When 
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the camp was pitched, I fent a meffenger to the fort; | 
with a letter which Mr. Duncan had kindly favoured — } 
me with, recommending me ftrongly to the Rajah’s 
care. In about a quarter of an hour he returned, to 
inform me, that the Rajah was abfent, being gone to 
Ramghur, to bring home the daughter of the Chzitra 
Rajah, to whom he had been efpoufed. Bursupper 
Suaw, his uncle, then took charge of the letter, and 
difpatched it to his. nephew, whofe return was foon 
expeéted. Towards the evening a meffage was fent 
to me, requefting that I would not move from Shaw- 
pour until the Rajah fhould arrive; for that no fteps i 
could be taken to affift me until the Rajah himfelf. A 
fhould have arrived, and received from my own hand 
a paun,* as a pledge of amity. To this I anfwered, 
that I hoped the Rajah’s return would not long be 
delayed, for that it would be very inconvenient to me 
to wait beyond two or three days. 


Fes.12th. This morning fome matchlockmen came 
in from all quarters, and affembled in the fort, and Ý 
foon after learned that the Rajah was expeted to arrive 
about noon. He had fent a meflage to ButsuppeR 
Suaw, to defire he would meet him, with all the people ~^ 
he could colle&t, near the entrance ofthe town; witha 
view, no doubt, to imprefs me with an idea of his 
confequence, ‘by the number of his retinue. But the 
alarm which my arrival had created, had almoft fruf- 
trated their intentions, and not more than fifty perfons 
could be collefed. About noon the found of tom- 
toms announced the approach of Rayan Ayeer Sinc; 
and foon after, with my telefeope, F heheld the whole 
cavalcade. The bridegroom, mounted on an elephant, 
was followed by the bride ina covered dooly ; and about 
two hundred men carried the dowry he had received on 
his 

Pp 


~ Hindooltan. This ceremony, acd that of the interchange of turbans, ace 
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his marriage. The party had no fooner arrived at the 
fort, than it was made known to me that the Rajah in- 


tended to vifit me that evening. 


I sap already, in confequence of the rapidity of 
the Rajah’s return, and the number of men who had 
affembled in the fort, begun to entertain fome fufpicion 
of his being alarmed. His deportment fhewed that 
this fuppofition was not unfounded; for he had no 
Yooner entered my tent, and mutual falutations were 
over, than he earneftly folicited a paun from my hand, 
as a pledge of amity, and token of my good intentions 
towards him. Having prefented him a paun, I im- 
mediately informed him that I had been deputed by 
the Britifh Government on fome bufinefs in the Mak; 
yatta country, and had accordingly taken my route 
through his country to Rudéunpour. He appeared on 
this to be relieved from a good deal of embarraff- 
ment. I next made fome inquiry as to the journey 
he had juft terminated, and congratulated him on the 
event of his marriage. Having reprefented to him 
that my bufinefs- was urgent, and would:admit of no 
delay, I told him that we were in want of provifions, 
and guides, for which I was ready to pay an equitable 
price; and that I looked up to him for every affift- 
ance he could render me, in profecuting my journey 
through his territory to the Corair Rajah’s frontier. 
To thefe requifitions he feemed to affent; and, after 
affuring me that every thing fhould be prepared for 
my departure in the courfe of the enfuing day, he 
took his leave, and returned to his dwelling. 


Fes. 13th. Tars morning about nine o'clock AJEET 
Sinc came again to vifit me. Atr the fame time two 
of my Hircarrahs came, and reported to me, that no 
preparations were making to enable me to proceed on 
the following day; which being immediately commu- 
nicated to the Rajah, and his people, a Brahmen was 
foon after introduced to me, by name SHALIKRAM, 


ee ge s who 
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who was the Zemindar of that part of Singrowla 
through which my route would lie. Ajeer Sinc then 
informed me, that he had given him orders to accom- / 
pany us to'the frontier of Corair; and being upon 
good terms with the Rajah of that country, he had 
written to him, recommending me {trongly to his care 
and attention. He added, that I need be under no 
apprehenfion about taking grain and guides from Shaw- 
pour, as SHarixram would fec that I fhould be abun- 
-dantly fupplied on the way, and would procure guides 
from the villages. This matter being adjufted, I was 
next made acquainted with all the little jealoufies and 
difputes that fubfifted beteen Ajeer Sine and all the A 
neighbouring Rajahs, but which I declined having any 
concern with. The next fubjeét of difcourfe was the 
nature of thé country before us, and the difficulty of 

the road was reprefented to me as infurmountable; 
added to which, the Mahrattas being at variance with 

the Rajah of Corair, and the country confequently in 
confufion, I fhould be diftreffed both for guides and 
provifions. To this information I replied, that what 

he reprefented to me might be ftriétly true; but that 

the nature of my bufinefs was.fuch, that I could: not 
relinquifh it before I had made every attempt to ac- 


complifh it; and finally, that it was my determination at 
a) to depart from Shawpour the next day. Here the in- 
"| terview ended, and the Rajah took his leave. 


-Fes. 14th. In the morning I departed, accom- 
panied by Sparixram, and we proceeded about fix 
' cofs to the village of Cutéoly, near which we encamped, 
on the banks of the Myar river. The clear frofty 
weather had now left us, and the fky was overcaft, 
and feemed to threaten rain. Towards the evening, 
Suaxikram, who had gone into the village, fent us 
about ten feers of grain, which were tendered for fale’ 
at an enormous price. Upon inquiring of him the 

= reafon of our not being better fupplied, he made many 

frivolous excufes; but I then difcavered that the real y 


1 
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caufe originated with the Rajah, who being chagrined 
at my determination to proceed, and having expeéted, 
from the unfavourable defcription he had given me of 
the road and country, that I fhould have been in- 
duced to return to Benares, had refolved to cut off 
our fupplies of grain. 


Fes. 15th. We proceeded to the village of Deykah, 
fituated clofe under fome very high hills. In its vi- 
cinity were feveral other villages; and the country, 
to a confiderable extent, was ina high ftate of culti- 
vation. I was much vexed to find that SHALIKRAM 
fhewed a determined intention of carrying into effeé 
the Rajah’s defigns; for, although the village was 
full of grain, the people would not fell us-a particle 
As my people were now becoming clamorous for want 
of food, I fent for Suarikram, and told him, that it 
was my determination to have fifteen days provifions 
from the village before I left it. .He appeared to be 
fomewhat perplexed at this; but knowing that he had 
driven away the inhabitants from the village, he yet 
conceived that I would not venture to touch the 
property in it during the abfence of the proprietors, | 
and without thċir confent. But to be ftarved in a land | 
of plenty, by his fhallow devices, would have been 
abfurd in the extreme; fo I took him with a party of 
my people to the village, and went direĉtly to a large 
but, which was pointed out to meas a granary, but 
which he declared contained no grain. On opening 
the door, we perceived many large jars of unbaked 
earth, the mouths of which being clofed, we could 
not fee what they contained, until the-prefling appe- 
tite of a hungry fepoy urged him to break one of the, 
jars with the butt end of his mufket; when imme- 
diately a quantity of the fineft rice tumbled out upon 
our feet. The difcovery of fo palpable a cheat fully 
convinced me of the Rajah’s evil intentions, and that 
no further reliance was to be put in SHarixram. Find- 
ing now fome weights and feales in the hut, we pro- 
ceeded without further delay to weigh fifty maunds of 

E 4 rice 
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rice and gram, equal to about ten days confumption; 
for which I paid SHaAtixram at the rate of twenty-five 
Jeers the rupee, which was fixty per cent. dearer than 
we had paid for grain at Shawpour. He received the 
money in the moft fullen manner, apparently highly 
difcontented at the difcoyery we had made. 


Fes, 16th. Ir was neceffary to halt this day, in 
order to divide and pack the grain, as well as to de- 
vife the means of carrying it. While my people were 
thus employed, I difcovered that fome Hindoo temples, 
called Rowanmarra, of great antiquity, and formed 
in the folid rock, were at no great diftance.* But the 
weather proving rainy, I was obliged to defer my vifit 
to this place until the afternoon; when I fet out, and 
proceeding about half a mile through a thick foreft, 
arrived at the village of Marra, near to which is a 
fmall rocky hill, covered with many little temples, 
facred to Manapro. I continued to force my way. 
through the jungle, for about a mile and a half, to 
a little recefs at the foot of the hills; where, after 
clambering to a confiderable height, I difcovered a 
Hindoo temple, formed in the fide of a rock, the bafe 
of which was 50 feet by 45, and 154 in height. The 
Shafts of the pillars were very much diminifhed, and 
appeared asif attempts had been made to deftroy them, 
The only Mooruts (images) which I could difcover 
were Rawun, with twenty arms, a fpear in one of 
his left hands, furrounded by all his warriors and at- 
tendants, whofe conteft with Rama is detailed in the 
Mahabarat. Oppofite to him was the confort of Siva, 
whofe leading name in this part of India is Bua’va‘n1; 
and upon her right hand {tood Ganrisu, the Hindoo 
; . N ; God 


o“ Thefe temples appeared to anfwer to the defcription of a place which 


Mr. Duncan andLieutenant Wilford had, previous to my leaving Benares, 
mentioned to meas worthy of my attention, and which they diflingnifhed 


by the name of Gupt Cachi. I cannot, however, pretend to determine 
ne pt P = 
it was-the fame place. : 
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God of Wifdom, whofe elephant’s head, the fymbol 
of fagacity, we could not fail of difcerning. In the 
interior part of the temple was a cell, evidently fet 
apart for Mauapeo; but the lingam was not there, 
although the place where it had formerly ftood was 
vifible. Other cells on each fide appeared, which 
feemed to be the abodes of numerous bats. To the 
north-we{t of this temple is another of lefs dimenfions, 
and between the two isa cell, which had been evi- 
dently intended for the refidence of a fakeer. On the 
way from the village of Marra, I croffed a fpring 
that iffues from the neighbouring hills, and, my guide 
informed me, flows all the year. 


Havine takena fketch of this very curious place, 
I departed in fearch of another, called Beyer-marra, 
nearer to Deykah, and fituated’ on the north fide of the 
rock and village of Marra. The accefs to it lay be- 
tween two very high hills; and it was with ,infinite la- 
bour that we clambered over the rocks, and forced 
our way through the jungle that leď'to it. We had no 
fooner arived within fight of the place, than our guide 
advifed us to proceed with caution, for it was often- 
times the abode of bears, and wild hogs: we did not, 
however, meet with any, This temple is cut out of 
the folid rock in the fide of a hill, and confifts of twa 
{tories, divided into many finallcells. We faw here 
no images; but there was a Kulfa, or kind of altar, 
upon which I was informed the Hindoos made their 
offerings to the Deity when married. It appeared ta 
be very aged, for the external parts of it were much 
wafted. This.place was fo full of earth, and over- 
grown with bufhes, that it was with difficulty we crept 
in; and I was difappointed in every attempt I made 
to difcover any writing or infcription. Some of the 
pillars had been fculptured ; and I could perceiye on | 
one of them the appearance of two birds uniting their 
bills, over fomething which I could not well make 
out; but it was of a circular form. 


Tue 
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Tue meafurements, and a fketch, which I took of 
this place, employed me till near the clofe of the day.; 
when we diretted our way back to camp, where I 
arrived about feven o’clock in the evening, much 
fatigued with the occupations of the day. But I had 
barely refted myfelf a little, and fat down to my 
dinner, when a man, who had gone a little way into 
the jungle, came running to me, and reported, that 
he had difcovered a body | of armed men in a ravine 
within fifty yards of our camp. That upon his in- 
quiring of them the caufe of their being there, he had 
been ordered in a very premptory manner to depart, 
and had thought itexpedient to report the circumftance 
to me with as little delay as poflible. Having finifhed 
my meal, I ordered the tents to be removed, from 
the fkirts of the jungle, to an open fituation; and 
fending then for Suattxram, I demanded of him the 
caufe of the armed men being affembled, and who 
they were. He told me they were the advanced guard 
of Bulbudder Shaws army, which had left Shaw; pour, 
the day after us, upon an expedition to plunder fome 
villages contiguous to the Rajah’s caftern frontier. 
I obferved to him, that their being pofted fo near us 
had a very myfterious appearance ; “and told him, that 
if I obferved them approach any nearer during the 
night, I fhould not hefitate to attack them. He de- 
fired me to reft perfeétly fatisfied that they would re- 
main quiet in their prefent fituation, and departed ap- 
parently with the intention of giving them a caution 
on that head. 


Arter the duplicity the Rajah had fhewn in endea- 
vouring to impede my progrefs, I conceived that any 
g€ SHALIKRAM might fay, or do, could not be relied 
on; and by the intelligence I gained from an Hirkar- 
rah, whom I had fent difguifed to watch the motions 
of the armed party in the ravine, I had every reafon to 
believe that it was their intention to attack me on the 
fir yurable opportunity. We lay down, therefore, 


ys 
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under arms, with our baggage packed; but nothing 
occurred to difturb us during the night. 


Tes. 17th. We proceeded this day to the village 
of Derry. The foreft during the march was fo thick, 
that it was neceffary to cut it, to let the cattle pafs 
through. We found, however, a clear fpot to en- 
camp in near the village, which confifted only of 
about twenty poor huts, and, with the exception of 
a blind old man, who was the firft of the Goand moun- 
taineers I met with, was quite defolate. The inha- 
bitants had all fled into the hills and wilds; having 
firt thrown their property, confifting of a good deal 
ofdry grain, and fome cotton, into a ravine. I would 
not allow any of my people to touch it, nor to go 
into the village; having fome hopes that the proprie- 
tors might be induced to return. But in this expec- 
tation I was difappointed; for, with the exception of 
two huge black bears, whofe uncouth dalliance upon 


an adjoining rock might have forced a {mile from the ` 


gravet countenance, I faw no living creature at this ` 
place during the remainder of the day. 


SwatkRaM, who arrived about noon, brought w- 
telligence, that Bulbudder Shaw was encamped at 
Moory ; and that it was his intention to attack and 
plunder fome villages on the enfuing night. Upon 
interrogating him as to the nature of my next day’s 
journey, he informed me, that I fhould quit the ter- 
ritory of the Singrowla Rajah, and enter upon Corair. 
He advifed me to examine the gauts which divide the 
two countries; for the mountains being very high, 
and the afcent over them exceedingly difficult, he ap- 


prehended they might prove impaffable for our cattle, + - 


Upon urging him to give a more explicit account 
of the paffes, I found that one would be eafier of af- 
cent than the reft, although the road to it was more 


circuitous, SHALIKRAM now requefted his difmiffal, 
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and faid, that, as I fhould quit the Rajah’s territory 
the enfuing day, I fhould have no further occafion 
for his fervices. Having then delivered to me two 
men as guides, to direét me to the gauts, he took his 
leave and departed. 


As any delay in my prefent fituation might be at- 
‘tended with inconvenience, I refolved to vifit the 
neareft gaut of Punkyputier, this evening, with a view 
to afcertain if it was paffable for the cattle. Setting 
out accordingly at three P. M. I croffed the Myar 
river four times, and leaving it, with a very lofty 
rock, called Lzlcauntdeo, on my right hand, I. en- 
tered the gaut, where, after afcending over fix ranges 
of hills, and croffing the beds of feveral torrents, I 
faw enough to convince me that it would be impaf- 
fable for my cattle. The bed of the Myar river is 
very. rocky, and unequal in its depth of water, which 
in fome places, from the defcent being very abrupt, 
is feen dafhing over the rocks; and as the friction oc- 
cafioned by the rapidity of the ftream makes them 
very flippery, the paflage of the river, though not 
more than twenty yards wide, is very dangerous. 
This gaut is at leaft eight miles from Derry. Fine 
Saul timber is produced in thefe forefts; and I ob- 
ferved fome Mowa trees of very large growth, and abun. 
dance of bamboos. The hills abound with very plen- 
tiful {prings of the cleareft water. On my return I 
met a tiger, and faw numerous impreflions of tigers’ 
feet. It was nearly dark by the time I reached my 


_ tent, and I went to reft with the intention of going 


round in the morning to the other gaut, 


ne Fes. 19. We fet off at the dawn of day, and, 


after proceeding about fix miles through a very thick 
jungle, arrived at the village of JYeerah, from which 
the Goands had fled, and taken refuge upon the hills 


to the northward of the village. By looking with, 


‘attention, I could difcern them among the rocks 
and bufhes; but all our endeavours to procure 
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any communication with them were ineffeétual ; for 
when we attempted to approach them, they immedi- 
ately retired further into the wilds. After leaving 
Feerah, we foon came to the foot of Heyle Gaut, 
where the found of human voices apprized us that ` 
travellers were near. The found increafing as we ad- 
vanced, we foon after met two men, who were con- 
duéling a loaded bullock down the gaut. As I was here 
confidering by what method we fhould get the cattle 
up a very {teep place, and looking around for a more 
acceflible part, I perceived a Goofaign contemplating; 
with trembling folicitude, a poor bullock that had 
fallen down the fteep, and which appeared to be tog 
much hurt to beable to proceed any further. I made 
my people affift in taking off the load, and then in- 
terrogated the Goofaign, as to the nature of the coun- 
try above the gaut. He faid the natives were moun- 
taineers, and at all times very fhy; but that the de- = 
predations of the ‘Mahrattas had compelled them 
moftly to abandon their villages: that in the village 
above the gaut, I fhould find a few inhabitants; and 

he would fend aman, who had accompanied him from 
thence, to guide us to it, and who would defire the 
people to be under no alarm at our approach. He 
further told me, that alittle way up the gaut, I fhould 
meet with another Goofaign, who was better acquainted 
with the country than he was, and would give me 
every information in his power. This was a pleafing 
circumftance, and gave me great encouragement, 


` 


As I began now to afcend the mountains of Corair, 
it was with vaft fatisfaction that I found the gau 
practicable, although labouring under many dificul- 
ties, from the great length and fieep acclivity of the 
afcent. We alecnded more than 300 yards in per- 
pendicular height above Singrowla ; and yet the coun- 
try before us appeared confiderably elevated. On 
approaching the village of Ootne, where we encamped, 
\ < the inhabitants, to the number of about twenty, came 


se 
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out to gaze atus. As they appeared to be impreffed 
with a good deal of furprize at our appearance, I de- 
fired the guide to affure them, that it was not our in- 
tention'to do them the fmalleft injury; but that we 
fhould be much obliged to them, in cafe they had any 
grain, if they would bring fome for fale. After ftar- 
ing at us for nearly two hours, they retired to the 
village, and foon after brought us twenty feers of 
rice, and two fowls of the curled feather tribe, which 
they fold us for about four annas worth of cowries. 
They now informed me, that we had a much’more 
difficult afcent to encounter than any we had yet met 


with. 


Tus village confifted only of about fix huts; but 
a confiderable fpace of land, in which rice was cul- 
tivated, had been cleared around it. I found here an 
iron mine, which had been recently worked; but the 
habitations, and forges, of the people, who had 
fmelted the ore, were defolate. The rocks in this 
ponni are moftly granite, and the foil red clay. 


Asout noon I perceived the other Goofaign coming 
down the pafs, and he foon after came to my tent. 
> As he appeared to be very languid from an ague fit 
that had juft left him, I made him fit down on the 
ground; and colleéted from him intelligence which 
proved afterwards of much ufe to me, in my progrefs 
to Rutiunpour. He told me that the country was very 
poor, and travelling. in it exccedingly difficult, par- 
ticularly for all kinds of cattle. That the paths being 
rarcly frequented, were almoft entirely overgrown with 
bufhes; but that I fhould get plenty of dry grain, pro- 
vided the inhabitants, who had lately fled with their pro- 
serty into the hills and woods, to avoid being plun- 
dered by the Mahratia army, could be found. The Rz- 


“ah of Corair, he faid, was befieged in a little mud fort at. 


his capital Sonchut ; and had, at this time, no influence 
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in the country: he therefore earneflly recommended to 
me to pafs, if poflible, while the Mahratta army was 
there; as it would effeétually fecure mè from any 
meafures which the Rajah might be inclined to make 
ufe of, to impede or moleft us. I felt myfelf much 
obliged to the Goofaign for the information he had af- 
forded me. He was, I found, a native of Benares, 
and had come into thefe wilds to procure Jac; a quan- 
tity of which he had purchafed from the Chohan 
mountaineers, for a little falt and cloth, and was carry- 
ing it to his country. He added, that the fatigue and 
trouble he had endured in the courfe of this traffic, 
was fuch that he would no Jonger continue it. 


Havine difmiffed the Goofaign with a fmali prefent, 
I fent a party of my people to examine Ootna gaut. 
They returned in about half.an hour, and reported, 
that, unlefs the ftones fhould be removed, and the 
earth fmoothed in fome places, it would be impoffible 
to get the cattle up the gaut. Finding it was likely 
to be an arduous undertaking, I fent for the head man 
of the village, who was a Gautea,* and afked him if 
he could afford me any affiftance in afcending the pafs. 
He replied, that, without invoking the Deity who 
prefides over thefe mountains, and facrificing to him 
a gelded goat, anda cock, we fhould never be able to 
furmount the difficulties before us. Being anxious, 
at all events, to profecute my journey, I felt no in- 
clination to argue with him on the propriety of this 
meafure. Upon afking him at what place it was ufual 
to perform the ceremony, and when the facrifice would 
be moft acceptable; he replied, that the name of the 
Deity was Litcaunrpso; that he refided on the high 
rock which I have before mentioned in exploring 
Punkyputter gaut; but, to prevent my being delayed, 


if I would intruft the facrifice to him, he would take. 


the 


* An inhabitant of the gauts, or paffes, 


CC-0. Gurukul Kangri University Haridwar Collection. Digitized by S3 Foundation USA 


Rô NARRATIVE OF A ROUTE 


the earlieft opportunity of performing it; and he did 
not doubt, it would have all the effect that could be 
defired: Having fatisfied the Gautea’s prejudice in 
this matter, he readily promifed to render me every 
aflitance in his power, with the villagers; in the 
morning. 


Fes. 2oth. I fet out to afcend Ootna gaut, and, after 
proceeding about a mile, arrived at the foot of it; 
where I found the Chohans had already been at work, 
with my lafcars and cooltes, to render it acceffible. 
Having unloaded the cattle, we began to afcend a very 
fleep and rugged hill, making an angle with the horizon 
of about 75 degrees. The ftones in it are placed fome- 

“what like fteps, and upon thefe, men, and cattle, are 
obliged carefully to place their feet, and remove them 
from ftone to ftone. In two places, where the afcent 
was very fteep, and the {tones far afunder, it was very 
dangerous; but by the united exertions of the fepoys, 
followers, and Chohans, we had the good fortune to 
furmount every difficulty, and to reach the top of the 
gaut without accident. Being much fatigued by the 
exertion, we only proceeded about two miles further, 
and encamped in the foreft near a rocky hole ina 
fmall nulla, that was full of water. The Chohans, who, 
during our fhort intercourfe with them, had become 
acquainted with us, now brought in fmal] quantities 
of grain to barter; and I. at length prevailed on the 
Gauiea to provide us with two guides, to accompany 

“us on the following morning. 


Ferg. 21ft. Our route this day was continued over 
craggy rocks; fometimes indeep gulleys and defiles, or 
on the edge of the precipices. I met with only one hut, 
which had been deferted, until we arrived at the vil- 
lage of Nutwye, where I perceived the inhabitants pack- 
-up their property, and hurrying away: nor was it. 
after three hours had paffed in endeavours to pacify 
m, that we could get any of them to come near us. 
S ~ However 
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However, conciliatory meafures at length prevailed ; 
when we procured from them nearly a day’s confump- 
tion in grain, and they relieved the guides who had 
accompanied us from Ootna. 


Fes. ged. Tue road was not better than that we 
had travelled on the preceding day ; and it coft us in- 
finite labour and trouble to get the cattle down preci- 
pices, and over fuch craggy "rocks, and rugged paths, 
as haraffed the whole party exceedingly. After pro~ 
ceeding about three miles from Nuéwye, I obferved 
the little hamlet of Bugrody, which was defolate, on 
our left. Although the whole diftance marched was 
but feven miles, we did not arrive at the village of 
Chundah until the day was on the decline. ' We found 
here only two poor huts, and thefe had been deferted. 
Towards the evening, a Byraggy mendicant made his 
appearance, and brought with him a few of the Cho- 
hans, who complained that fome-of my people had 
taken grain out of the huts. I direéted a diligent 
fearch to be made; but after opening every man’s bun- 
dle, and not difcovering the thief, I tendered the Chohans 
a rupee, conceiving that the quantity of grain, if any, 
which had been taken, could not exceed that value. 
They, however, declined taking the money. I then 
preffed them to fell us fome of their grain, and to re- 
lieve our guides; but they flole away into the woods, 
and I faw them no more, 


Fer. 23d. Soon after leaving Chundah, it began to 
rain in {mall fhowers, but the weather was fair at in- 
tervals. In the night the rain had fallen very heavy, 
accompanied by a high wind: the road, which was 
bad enough in dry weather, was, in confequence, ren~ 
dered fo flippery, that our toil was confiderably in- 
creafed ; and we did not reach the village of Purry- 
hud till afternoon ; although the astancer to that place 
was not more than feven miles and a half. We fur- 
Bees on our journey a party of Chohans, yas ee 
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taken refuge in a recefs among the hills, in order, as 
we were told, to avoid being molefted by. the Mah- 


raitas. Tke whole party might have confifted of 


about fifty men, women, and children, who no foon- 
er perceived us, than they ran off, howling and fhrick- 


~ ing, into the woods. Their flight was fo precipitate, 


that they left all their property behind them, which 
confifting only of dry grain, packed in leaves, and 
which being flung upon bamboos, they could eafily 
have carried off. I was careful, that none of thcir 
bundles fhould be touched, in hopes that, when they 
fhould recover from their panic, they might be in- 
duced to bring fome of the grain to Purryhud for 
fale; but in this expeétation I was difappointed. 


Tue rain, on our arrival, came on fo heavy, ac- 
companied by a high wind, that it was with difficulty 
we could get a fire kindled, and a fcanty meal pre- 
pared, to relieve the preffure of hunger. ` As any in- 
formation regarding the fituation of the contending 
parties at Sonehut, now only five miles diftant, be- 
came of much confequence for me to attain, I fenta 
Hirkarrah, accompanied by one of our Chohan guides, 
with a letter to the Mahratta officer in command, and 
likewife one to the Rajah. Before night, I received 
an an{wer from each party ; that from the Mahratias 
very civil; and the Rajah, who had juft concluded a 
ceflation of hoflilities, fent guides to conduét me to 
Sonchut. 


, 


Fer. 24th. Tue rain did not abate till about noon, 
at which time, being anxious to reach Sonehut, I mov- 
ed on. But we had fearcely marched “two miles, 
when it began to pour fo heavily, that it was with dif 
ficulty we could proceed any further. Finding fome 
deferted huts within a mile of Sonehut, we all crept 

-inio them, to avoid the inclemency of the weather ; 
for she ground was fo wet, that it was impoffible to pitch 


ee ret 3 4 Sad a tent. at 
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atent. We made fires to dry our cloaths, and re- 
mained all huddied together in the Chohan’s dwellings 
until next day. 


Fes. 25th. Tuts morning, as the weather cleared 
up, I difcovered the Rajai’s fort upon an eminence 
to the N. E. of us, with about forty huts to the 
fouthward of it. ‘The Mahrattas were encamped 
about a mile to the weftward of the fort, and appeared 
to have been much incommoded by the rain; but the 
weather being now fair, and hoftilities at an end, they 
were preparing to march. 


Asour2 P.M. the Rajah fent me word that he 
would vifitme; but he did not come until the evening, 
at which time I was examining the road for the com- 
mencement of our next day’s march. However, he 
ftayed till I returned to my tent,, where the interview 
took place. Ram Gurreesp Sine, the Rajah of Co- 
rair, appeared to be about fixty years of age: he was 
a man of low flature, very dark, and his features had 
quite the charaéter of the Chohan mountaineer. He 
came accompanied by his fon, his Killadar, a Bogale 
Rajepoot, and a Sirdar of fome auxiliaries who had 
come to his affiflance from Nigwanny Coaty. He ap- 
peared to be of a mild and affable difpofition; but 
our falutations were no fooner over, than the Kz/ladar 
very abruptly demanded a prefent of me for his matters 
Of this I took no notice; and immediately began afk- 
ing them a variety of queftions concerning the late 
conteft between the Rajah and the Mahrattas ; when 
the fubftance of the information I received was as 
follows: That fince the Mahrattas had eftablifhed their 
government in Ruitunpoor, and Bogalecund, they had 
demanded a tribute from the Chohan Rajah of Coratr, 
which, after much contention; wa as fettled at 200 rupees : 
but that Ram Gurress had demurred paying any 
thing for the laft five years. Goraus Kuan had, in 
conlequence, been deputed by the Subadar of Cho- 
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teefgur, with about 200 matchlockmen, and 30 horfe, 
to levy the tribute due to the Rajah of Berar ; and 
had been joined by the Rajah of Surgooja, with about 
80 horfe and foot. Gurrees Sine, on his fide, had 
been fupported by the Rajah of Ningwanny Coaty, 
with 7 matchlocks, and 3 horfemen; and his own 
forces amounted only to 10 matchlockmen, 3 horfe- 
men, and about 100 of the Chohan mountaineers, 
armed with hatchets, bows, and arrows. They 
had attempted to fortify the pafs through which 
they expetted the Mahrattas would have entered their 
territory ; but Goraus Kuan oulgeneralled them, by 
entering Corair through a different opening in the 
mountains; in the forcing of which, there had been 
four or five men killed on both fides. The Mahraitas 
then entered Corair, and took poffeflion of Mirzapour, 
the ancient capital of the country. Upon this the 
Chohans fled; the Rajah took refuge in his fort; and 
the mountaineers ob{cured themfelves, with their fa- 
milies, and as much of their property as they had 
time to carry off, in the moft impenetrable parts of 
the woods, and in caves among the hills and rocks. 
The enemy then ravaged the country, and burned the 
villages, which very much diftreffed the Rajah’s fub- 
jeéts; whereupon they fupplicated him to make peace. 
A treaty was begun, and concluded, on his {tipulating 
to pay the Mahrattas 2000 rupees; and the Mahratias 
agreed to return fome cattle which they had taken. I 
was well informed that this fum was confidered merely 
in the light of a nominal tribute, or acknowledgment 
of fubmiffion; for the Rajah had it not in his power 
to pay one rupee; and the Mahrattas had agreed to let 
him off, on his giving them five fmall horfes, three 
bullocks, and a female buffalo. This little: recital 
being ended, I put fome queftions to the Killadar 


__ {who appeared, to be by far the moft intelligent man 


among therm) relative to the climate and produ€tions 
of Corair. He related, that they never experience 
any hot winds ; but from the frequent rains that fall, 
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the air is cool, and throughout the year a covering at 
night is neceflary. He alledged, that he was not a 
native of Corair, having emigrated from Rewah, in ` 
Bogalecund ; and that the change of water had dif- 
agreed with him, which was ufually the cafe with all 
new comers. He added, that the country produced a 
little rice, Indian corn, and a few other fmatler grains, 
peculiar to hilly countries. Being very much gratified 
with his unveferved replies to my interrogatories, L 
took this opportunity of prefenting the Rajahis fon 
(a lad of ten years of age) with a red turban, which 
being bound on his head, he fo far exceeded in the 
gaiety of his appearance any of the people about him, 
that the old Rajah feemed to behold him with delight, 
and foon after departed, promifing to fend me two 
guides before night. 


Fes. 26. We departed from Sonehut, when I was 
much .pleafed to find a better road, and more open 
country, than any I had met with fince our departure 
from Chunarghur. The villages were, however, {till 
very poor, not confifting of more than four or five 
huts each. The guides “exprefied much dread in paf- 
fing thedeferted village of Cutchar, where the tigers had, 
but a few days before, carried off fome people, which 
had fo alarmed the villagers, that they had all fled. 
On pafling the village of “Coofahar, I obferved a very 
fine {pring, called Darahcoond, from which there iffued 
a confiderable quantity of water. We encamped this 
‘day upon a rocky eminence, near the little village of 
Loveejay ; where, as the Mahrattas had now retreated, 
the inhabitants were bufily employed in bringing back 
their property, and taking poffeffion of their dwellings. 
The weather was ftill cloudy, and the air temperate. 


Tuere is abundance of game throughout the whole 

of Corair, confifting in partridges, quails of varrous 

=- kinds, and fnipes; a few wild ducks, and hares in 
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great numbers; a great varicty of deer, among which 
the Sambre and Neelgaye are found; a ele of red 
deer; the fpotted kind, and hog deer; likewife a 
fpecies of deer which I had never ara met with, 
having a long neck, high fore legs, and low behind; 
but without hoxns: Some were of a grey colour, ond 
others black and white. Among the animals of a 
more ferocious nature, may be reckoned the royal 
tiger, leopards, tiger cats, and large black bears. 


Fes. 27th. My journey again continued through 
the thickeft forefls. I defcended two very difficult 
paffes into a pretty little valley, on the welt fide of 
which is fituated the village of Mzrzapour, which had 
formerly been the capital of Corair, and the refidence 
of ApeL Suaw, the father of Gurrees Sinc. It was 
defolate, excepting two or three Chohans, who had 
come to fee what lofs the village had fuftained, and 
how much of their property the Mahrattas might have 
{pared ; for we, who had followed them in Chon re- 
treat, could, from the quantity of dry grain, and 
other plunder, which they had dropped upon the road, 
perceive that they had loaded them{el yes to the utmoft. 
With the exception of a fquare, tank and a mangoe 
grove at Mirzapour, I could perceive but little dif- 
ference between it and the other rude and miferable 
dwellings of the Chohans. I was informed that the mo- 
tive which had induced the prefent Rajah to remove 
his abode from where his anceftors had always refided, 


was to fecure himfelf from. the inroads of the Mahrat- 


tas; the fituation of Sonchut, which is nearer to the 
difficult receffes in the higher parts of Corair, being 
more favorable for concealment. 


~ Previous to the Mahratias extending their conquelts 
“into thefe wild regions, the Rajahs of Corair appear 
“to have lived in perfeét independence; and never hav- 


ing been neceflitated to fubmit to the payment of any 


a 


7 
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tribute, they had no occafion to opprefs their fub- 
jeéts. As far as my inquiries could penetrate into the. 
hiflory of this country, but which, from there being 
no records, muft be liable to great inaccuracy, it ap- 
peared that the Chohans were the aborigines of Corair ; 
and that a fpecies of government, very like the ancient 
feudal fyftems, had formerly fubfifted. 


Havine proceeded about three miles beyond Mir- 
zapour, we came to the village of Sorrah, where wë 
found the villagers taking poffeffion of their habita- 
tions; but on feeing us, they all fled; nor would they 
again return to their huts, until we had paffed by. 
Between Sorrah and Munfook, where we encamped 
this day, I obferved feveral narrow valleys that were cul- 
tivated with rice. The inequality of the ground mak: 
ing it a receptacle for the water that falls, the natives 
throw little banks acrofs the valley, of {trength pro- 
portionate to the: declivity of the furface, by which 
contrivance they preferve a fufficient quantity of wa- 
ter for the irrigation of their fields throughout the 
whole year. 


Tue village of Munfook being defolate, it was for- 
tunate that we had been fo provident as to carry grain. 
Our guides, who had now accompanied us,two days 
journey, being impatient for their difcharge, we were 
under the neceflity of prefling aman who had come , 
into the village to fee what remained of his pillaged 
habitation. He was naked, having nothing about him 
but his bow and arrows, and appeared at firt a 
good deal terrified; but on being fed, and treated 
kindly, he foon became pacified. As the evening ap- 
proached, we heard a hallooing in the woods, and, 
after liftening with attention, we found it was the. 
mountaineers inquiring for their loft companion, whom 
they were feeking with much anxiety. We made him 
anfwer them, that his perfon was fafe, and that he was 
well treated; upon which they retired apparently 
fatisfied, x 
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| Fes. 28. A heavy fall of rain, accompanied with  \ 

| . wind, delayed our moving until noon; when we pro- \ 
i ceeded, and reached Tuggong, by half paft five o’clock. 

| This little hamlet, which confifted only of three huts, 

| was deftitute of forage for our cattle; and our pro- 


vifions being alfo expended, and the place defolate, 
we had no refource left, but to march the next day, 
f until we could reach fome inhabited place ; where our 
| very urgent wants could be fupplied. Our guides 
i having now accompanied us three days, declarcd they 
| would proceed no further; and the man we had fur- 
prized, proved fo wild and untraétable, that he was 
if of little or no fervice. But, to add to our trouble, «< 
about three in the morning of the enfuing day, a very 
heavy ftorm of wind and rain came on, which Jafted i 
with little intermiffion till noon, fo that we now be- 
came not only hungry, but wet and cold. The wea- 
ther cleared up about noon, when three men came in 
from Moorytot, the Goand Rajah of Kurgommah ; 
the objeét of whofe vifit, I found, was to entreat me 
not to go near his place of refidence. It was with 
difficulty I could perfuade them, that the objeé of 
our journey, and the nature of our fituation, was 
fuch as to preclude a compliance with their meffage ; : 
but which appearing at length to comprehend, they a 
readily undertook to relieve our guides, and conduét 
us,” 


Marcu 1ft. We proceeded in the afternoon through 
a very wet road to Kurgommah. The Goands, feeing 
us encamp quietly, came out to the number of about 
fifty to gaze at us. They appeared to be a ftout well 
looking people, and in every refpeé& fuperior to the 
niountaineers of Corair. We experienced fome dif- 
ficulty in converfing with them; but, after repeated 
applications, we made them at laft comprehend, that i 
‘were in want of grain; when they informed us, Í 
we could haye none till the next day; asit would 
be neceflary for me to halt, and fee Moorytor, be- | 
fore any thing could be afforded us, 


NN 
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Marcu 2d. Rayan Moory or came to vifit me: 
{ he was a tall well-made man, of a very dark com- 
plexion, but appeared to have been much reduced by 
ficknefs. Another fick man was with him, whofe 
complaint feemed to be a leprofy, and who wanted 
phyfic, and advice; but which I told him I was 
unable to give him. On my inquiring of them what 
countries were fituated contiguous to Kurgommah, I 
was informed, that to the north was Corair; to the 
north-weft, Ningwanny Coaty, and Bogalecund; to . 
the welt, Pindara, and Omercuntuc; to the fouth, 
Mahiin; and to the eaft, Surgooja. Thefe countries 
ware all very wild, and thinly inhabited, and are feldom 
or never frequented by any travellers, except the 
Hindoo pilgrims, who go to vifit the fources of the 
Soane and Nurbudda rivers at Omercuntuc. The ufual 
road to this place is by Ruéiunpour; but the Brah- 
mens having been plundered, by the Pertaubgur 
Goand Rajah, of what they had colleéted from the 
offerings of the pilgrims, it was at that time little fre-_ 
quented. With much difficulty I procured here a 
fcanty fupply of grain, for which we paid exor- 
bitantly, and prevailed on Moorytot to give us 
guides to direét us in our next day’s journey. 


Marcu gd. Our guides, either from knavery or 
ignorance, led us repeatedly out of the road, which 
was over very rugged ground, and through a very 
wild country. We were in confequence frequently 
puzzled to recover the track, and obliged to grope 
out our way for the firft five miles; after which it was_ 
with much fatisfaétion that we quitted the territory of, 
Moory ot; and, crofling the river Hu/too, entered 
upon the Mahratta’s Khafs Purgunnah of Mahtin. 
The banks of the river were very rugged and fteep ; 
and the impreffions of tigers’ feet were vifible in the 
fands. On the oppofite bank ftood the litte village 

= of Mungora, in which we found only one family, Ba. 


e conlifting of an old man, his wife, and two fons; 
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the latter of whom very readily relieved our guides, 

and led us through a wildernefs to Coo [car ; the inha- *. 
bitants of which were Goands. Excepting in the cul- | 
ture of the foil, for fubfiftence, they appeared to be 

totally uninformed, and ignorant of every thing rela- 

tive to other parts of the world. They did not, 
however, fhew any fymptoms of alarm on our ap- 

proach, as we had commonly experienced among the 
inhabitants of thefe wild regions. Neither filver nor 

copper coins are current in this country; but cowries 

were pafied at a profit of near an hundred per cent. 

above their common value at Chunarghur. With 

i. much difficulty we procured here, from the villages, A 

i as much grain as fuiliced for the day. The weather 

} proved fqually, but cleared up at night; and a clear 
| 


fky at our fetting out next morning gave us frefh 


fpirits. 


i Marcu 4th. A little after funrife the fky was again 
i overcaft, and as we proceeded we perceived that much 
rain had fallen in every direction around us. We 
efcaped, however, with little; and as we approach- A 
ed to Fulky, the country appeared lefs overrun 
with large foreft trees than that we had travelled J 
through the preceding day; but the road led fome- <A 
times through almoft impervious thickets of high grafs 
and reeds. On our arrival at Fulky, we found a 
i different tribe of mountaineers, who called themfelves y 
| Cowhiers. Two roads led from this place to Mahtzn ; 
i one, by Tannaira Cuffaye and Butloo; another, more 
circuitous, through the beds of the Bockye and Huftoo 
| rivers, Kurby and Bonnair. In the evening I exa- 
i mined the former, and found it tolerably paffable as 
i 
l 


A 


as Tannatra; from which place it appeared to lead 
o the hills. This village had been recently de- 
yed by fire; and on my inquiring the caufe from 
illagers at Fulky, they informed me, that the ti- ! 
s had carried off fo many of the inhabitants, and d 
Had made fuch devaftation among their cattle, that 
“they had been induced to abandon it, and to fettle at 


Ba a k r i Ta fulhy- 
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i Fulky. A herd of the Sambre deer, very wild, had 

° taken up their refidence near the remains of the village 
of Tannaira, where we faw likewife abundance of 
green pigeons and peacocks. 


I'inpine the road thus far good, I had determined 
to proceed by this ronte to Mahiin; but the Cowhzers 
diffuaded me from it; alledging, at the fame time, 
that if I pleafed, I might attempt it, but that they 
were convinced it would be impaflable in the hilly 
part for cattle of any defeription; and that the road- 

i was of fo difficult a nature, that I could not hope.to 

X reach Mahtin by night; although the diftance was 
only fifteen miles. To have involved myfelf in fo 
arduous an attempt, without the profpeét of any re- 
frefhment, and, after clambering over precipices all 
day, to have run the rifk of being benighted in fo 
wild and defolate a part of the ‘country, would have 
been highly imprudent; I therefore abandoned the 
idea, and determined on taking the road by Kurby. 


Mancu.5th. Azsout an hour before day-light, our 
route commenced for about a mile in the bed of the 
N Bockye river, which led us into the bed of the Hu/too, 
where the ftream was confiderable, and very rapid. 
We croffed it twice, but in this we were not fo fortu- 
nate as in the former, where we had found a hard 
bottom; for the wetnefs of the road, and the quick- 
fands in which our. cattle were frequently involved, 
rendered this part of our journey very toilfome and 
diftrefling. 


We arrived this day at Pory, having left fome Jofty 
ranges of hills to the wellward. At this place a Cow- 
hier chief came to vilit me; or rather his curiofity 
brought him to fee a white man. He was accompanied 
by his fon, and ,.grandfon; both ftout and large 
limbed men for mountaineers, though not fo well 
fhaped as the Goands. We ftared at each other a lit- 

» tle while; for our languages being totally unintelligi- ` 
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ble to each other, we could hold no converfation, 
until a Byraghy Fakeer, who had wandered into thefe 


‘wilds, tendered his fervices as interpreter. All that I 


could colleé from this chief was, that in thefe moun- 
tains there are feven fmall diftriéts, called Chowraf- 
fas: containing nominally eighty-four villages; but 
that, in reality, not more than fifteen were-then in 
exiftence. That they were all confidered as belong- 
ing to the Purgunnah of Mahtin, and that the tribute 
they paid to the Mekraita Government, which con- 
fitted in grain, was very inconfiderable. The Mah- 
raitas kept it up to retain their authority among the 
mountaineers; who, if not kept in fubjećtion, were 
conftantly ifuing into the plain country to plunder. 
J inquired of him, if there had ever exifted a Cowhier 
Rajah, or independant chief of any kind; to which 
he replied, that the. country had formerly been fub- 
je& to the Rewah Rajah of Bogalecund, and that, 
about thirty years fince, the Mahratias had driven 
him out; having in the conteft very much impo- 
verifhed and depopulated the country. 


- Tue converfation was carried on under much dif- 
advantage ;’for it was evident our interpreter under- 
ftood but imperfeétly the language of Cowher. The 
old man, whofe attention had been chiefly attraéted by 
a Ramnaghur Morah,* of which he was defirous to 
know the conftruétion, being fatisfied as to that point, 
now took his leave, and departed. 


Marcu 6th. -This day’s journey brought us to 
Mahiin. The road, for the firft five miles, was one 
continued afcent; in fome parts fteep; but in others, 
gradual; till we arrived at the village of Bunnair, 
where we turned to the weftward, to afcend the very 
difficult gaut between it and Mahtin ; ; which in length 
is about three miles. At the bottom of it is the little 
village of Loungah, which gives its name to the pafs. 

We 


oéoA hind ahcflern PAPA MAbs KER DATE) Patraghtion USA 


\ 


ant 


YY 


FROM CHUNARGHUR TO YERTNAGOODUM. 93 


We had hardly reached the top of the firft afcent, 
when a violent fquall of wind and rain, accompanied 
by thunder and lightning, broke under us. - We were 
fortunate inefcaping it; for had it fallen in our track, 
it would have rendered the road fo flippery as greatly 
to increafe the difficulty of the afcent. We arrived 
at Mahtin about an hour before noon, and encamped 
on the eaft bank of the river Taty. Near this place 
(bearing north about one mile diftant) is a very pic- 
turefque mountain, called, by the Cowhiers, Mahtin 
Dey. With my telefcope I difcovered a little flag on 
the fummit of it; and on inquiring the reafon, I was 
informed that it was to denote the refidence of the 
Hindoo Goddefs Buavant. This day being the Hooly,* 
the mountaineers were celebrating the feftival, by 
finging, and dancing, in a very rude manner, to the 
found they produced by beating a kind of drum, made 
with a {fkin ftretched over au earthern pot. They 
feemed to be totally uninformed as to the origin or 
meaning of the feflival; nor was there a Brahmen 
among them, to afford ther any information on that 
fubjett. I am inclined to think that they are a tribe 
of low Hindoos; but being fo very illiterate, and 
{peaking a dialect peculiar to themfelves, any inqui- 
ries into their hiftory, manners, and religion, would 
have been little fatisfa€lory. 


Tuts evening we had a good deal of thunder, and 
the {ky was overcaft and clear, at intervals, until near 

midnight; when a violent ftorm of wind and rain came 
on from the N. W. accompanied with very large hail- 
ftones. The thunder was very loud and fhrill, and, 
being re-echoed by the mountains, the noife was tre- 
mendous. The ftorm continued about two hours, 
when the wind abated; but the clouds came down 
upon the hills on all fides, and the rain continued 
more or lefs violent all the next day. 


MARCH 


è An Hindoo feftival at the {pring. 
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Maren 7th. In the evening the clouds began to 
afcend, and the day broke next morning with a clear 
fky ; but the country being wet, and the Taty river 
quite filled, we were compelled to poftpone our 
march. 


Marcn 8th. Tunis morning a Cowhier came in 
from Loffah, a village about five cofe diftant, and re- 
ported, that clofe to Mahiin, at the bottom of the 
large hills, he faw the mangled bodies of a man anda 
bullock, who appeared to have been recently killed 
by tigers. I found, on inquiry, that the traveller 
was a villager coming with his bullock, loaded with 
grain, to Mahtin, and that the accident happened juft 
as he was terminating his journey. Upon afking the 
Cowhzers if they ufed any means to deftroy the tigers, 
they replied, that the wild beafts were fo numerous, 
that they dreaded, if one were ‘to be dcflroyed, the 
reft would foon be revenged upon them, and upon 
their cattle; and would undoubtedly depopulate the 
country. He added, that the nei of Mahtin 
“make certain offerings and facrifices, at {lated periods, 
to Buavani, on Mahtin Dey, for her protcétion from 
wild beafts, upon which they rely for prefervation ; 
and he remarked to me, that the man who had been 
killed, was not an inhabitant of their village. I could 
not forbear a fimile at the credulity of thefe moun- 
taineers. 


We had now experienced rain, more or lefs, for 
twenty-two days; the weather was fill cold, but the 
air, clear and fharp; and, as far as I could difcover, 
the fall of rain was not confidered as unuiual at this 
feafon in that part of the country. 


m the time that we had entered Corair, I had 
obferved a great variety of very beautiful flowering 
ihrubs, which appeared new to me; but not poffeffing 


ficient botanical knowledge to o decide to what clafles 
ae. of 
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of the vegetable fyflem they belonged, I endeavoured 
to colleét the feeds.of each kind; in the hope thai, if 
the-change of foil and climate fhould not prove unfa- 
vourable, I might enjoy the fatisfaétion of feeing them 
flourifh in lome part of the Company’s territories, 


Maren gth. Procrreprep to fallaingah, a. fhort 
apea ; but the rain had made the road fo bad that 
e travelled but flowly. 


“Marcu 10th. Tae weather fair. Proceeded four- 
teen miles to Pory, a Byraghy’s dwelling. We had 
now fome refpite from the difficult afcents and de- 
{cents we had been accuftomed to, our road lying in a 

valley between two high ridges of mountains. At 
this place I was informed that the fources of the Soane 
and Nurbudda rivers were not more than twenty-two 
cofes diftant to the weftward; that they derive their 
origin from the water that S coudenfed, and iffues 
from the cavities, in the mountains Which form the 
high table land of Omercuntuc. Prior to my com- 
mencing this journey, I had pictured to my felf a great 
deal of fatisfattion, in the profpeét of vifiting this 
place, and in viewing the fpot where two large rivers, 
iffuing from the fame. fource, purfue their counts in 
oppolite | direétions, until the one falling into the 
gulph of Cambay, and the other, into the Ganges, 
they may be faid to infulate by far the largett part of 
THindoofian. 


Tne Byraghy at Pory, who had been fomewhat 
alarmed on our approach, feeing us encamp without 
molefting him, brought me a prefent of a fowl and 
two eggs, which I accepted; but being fatigued at the 
time, I difmifféd him, defiring him to call again in 
the evening, He came according to appointment, 
accompanied by two or three Cowhters s and as he had 
been a great traveller, I found him very converfant 


| | 
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i in the Hindooflanny language. I had obferved his 
i dwetling to be in a ruinous condition; and on afking ` \ 
| him the caufe of it, he informed me, that about two } 
| months before, the Goands had come in the night, i 
| had carried off all his property, and, after killing as 
Ht many of the inhabitants as came in their way, had fet 
ae fire to the village; fince which the inhabitants had 
i only been able to bind a few reeds and ftraw together, 
He | to fhelter themfelves from the weather. Upon afking 
l him the caufe'of thefe depredations, he informed me, 
that ever fince the Mahrattas had attempted to fubdue 
the Periabgur Goands, who inhabit the hills to the 
qe weltward of Ruttunpour, there had been a continual 
EPI warfare between them. He added, that the Goands 
| | were frequently moving about in large bodies, and 
| never failed to commit depredations, and to plunder 
i when opportunities offered; and he concluded by ad- 
| vifing me to proceed on my journey with caution. I 
| inquired of him if it was praéticable to proceed by any 
| route from Pory to Omercuntuc; to which he replied 
| in the negative; and expreffed.much furprize at my 
wifhing to go into a country which, he faid, was the 
abode only of wild beafts, demons, and the favage 
Goands. 


Marcu 11th. I proceeded about thirteen miles to 
the little village of Noaparrah, confifting only of 
three miferable huts. It is under the Purgunnah of 
Cheytma, which is confidered a part of Choteefgur. 
This day one of my camels died with fymptoms of the 
hydrophobia; having, for fome days, been fo reftlefs 
and unruly, that he was continually throwing off his 
load. I could not eafily account for this circum- 
ftance, ‘until I recolleéted that the night before I left 
Rajegaut, near Benares, a‘dog had run into our 
np, and bit the animal in the face, as alfo a Tattoo 
the leg, which had afterwards died in a very unac- 
ntable manner-at Kurgommah. 


} 


Re. ; MARCH s 
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Marcu 12th. We proceeded to Maudun; our road 
Rill continuing in a narrow valley between high ranges 
of mountains. On our march this day I had obferved 
a few {pots cleared; on the tops and declivities of the 

- mountains; and I ould difcern here and there, with 
my telefcope, a hut, arid fome people quite naked. We 
likewife met with numerous herds of wild buffaloes. 


Marcu 13th. We arrived at Rutlunpour, after . 
quitting the mountainous country. This being the 
capital of Choteefgur, and the reflidence of the Suba- 
dar, I expeéted to have found a large town; but, ta 
my great difappointment, I beheld a large ftrageling 
village, confifting of about a thoufand huts; a great 

many of which were defolate; and even Irrut Puyn- 
pit the Subadar’s houfe, which was tiled, and fitu- 
ated in the Bazar, or marketplace; appeared buta 
poor habitation. 


I nap been furnifhed with a letter, from the Berar 
government, to this chief, which I immediately fent 
him along with a copy of my pafs. About noon he 
fent his brother to congratulate me on my arrival, 
who, after our mutual falutations were over, inquired 
by what route I had come to Ruttunpour. On m 
telling him through Corazr, he expreffed much fur- 
prize at our having travelled through fuch dreary 
wilds.and mountainous paths; and told me, that the 
Mahratta troops always experienced the greatef{t incon- 
venience, when fent into that country, from the want 
of provifions, and always fuffered much from the 
badnefs of the water. I had obferved indeed the nus 
vomica hanging over the rivers and rivulets; which 
had led me to fufpeét, that the infufion of it might 
produce an irritation in’ the ftomach and bowels ; 
but the ftreams were pure and limpid, and the ‘water 
hot difagreeable to the tafte. On my afking him 
what he conceived to be the caufe of the deleterious 
effeéts of the water on their people, he faid, that they | 
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attributed them to its extreme chill; but this was a 
quality which I had not been able to difcover. He 
next inquired by what route it was my intention to 


. proceed to Vizagapatam.—When I mentioned through 


Choteefgur, and Bujtar, to Faypour ; he informed me, 
that I had yet a very mountainous and wild country 
to penetrate by that road; added to which, the inha- 
bitants being Goands, and very favage, I might ex- 


perience fome trouble from them. I afked him if 


the Mahraita government was not efficient there; to 
which he replied, that for the laft four or five years, 
‘the Rajah had paid na tribute: that they had never 
had the entire poffeffion of the country; but, by 
continuing to pillage and harafs the Goands, they had 
brought the Rajah to acknowledge the Mahratta go- 
vernment ; and to promife the payment of an annual 
tribute. That a few days before, a vakeel* had ar- 
rived from Buflar with 5000 rupees, which at leaft 
fhewed an inclination to be on good terms. He told 
me, that I fhould be provided with a letter from the 


e 


Ranny, or widow of the late Bemzajee, to the Conkair . 


Rajah, whofe adopted fon he was. I was further in- 
formed, that this Conair Rajah was a Goand chief, 
poffeffing a track of hilly country that bounds the 
fouthern parts of Choteefeur, and is fituated between 
it and the Buflar Rajah’s country ; who, from his 
fituation, would have it in his power to affift me in 
the further profecution of my route through Bu/tar 
to Vizianagram, where my journey was to terminate. 


d ‘ 


I wap now travelled 296 ‘miles, from Chunar to 
Ruttunpour, in forty-four days; a {mall diftance, 
comparatively with the length of time; but the difi- 
culty of the roads, and the inclemency of the weather, 
had, for the laft twenty days, not only retarded us 
exceedingly, but our cattle likewife had fuffered fo- 

much, 


“A S Aubaffador, or deputy, 
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much, and were fo exhaufted, that a little refpite 
from further fatigue was become neceflary for our 
welfare. 


A variety of interefting objeéts now prefented 
themfelves, on which I was defirous of acquiring in= 
formation; the firt and molt important of which, 
was an accurate account of the fources of the Nur- 
buddah and Soanevrivers ; and of the Hindoo pilgrim- 
age to them. IrruL Punpir vifited me in the even- 
ing, when I expreffed to him the {trong defire I felt 
of proceeding to the fpot, and inquired as to the na- 
ture of the road by which travellers ufually went 
from Rutltunpour to Omercuntuc. He gave me nearly the 
fame account which I had previoufly received from one 
of my Hircarrahs, who had vifited the place, adding, 
that the Goands were, at this junéture, more power- 
ful than ever, and that no pilgrims had attempted to 
go there for fome time. He expreffed at the fame 
time a great deal of aftonifhment, and fome alarm, 
at what could be my motive for wandering in thefe 
uncomfortable mountains and wilds. I told him, that 
the report I had heard of a very large Hindoo temple, 
and many curious images, had excited in me a defire 
to vifit them, for magnificent obje€ls in general had 
that effe&t upon mankind. To this he feemed to affent, 
but obferved that it would be impra€ticable; for, if 
I were to leave my cattle and baggage under his carey 
and to procecd with my people on foot, which was 
the only probable method of furmounting the wild 
and rugged roads to Omercuntuc, the Purtaubgur 
Goand Rajah would, notwithftanding, molet me; 
and would endeavour to fhut me up in fome of the 
gauls, or pafles, from which we fhould not be able to 
extricuate ourfelves without confiderable lofs, or the 
danger of ftarving in them. Finding, therefore, that 
nô affiftance was to be got from the Mahratta, or that 
his alarm might induce him rather to throw obftacles 
in my way,-I relinguifhed, with much mortifying 
_refleétion and difappointment, the profpe& of vifiting 
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a place, which I confidered as one’of the greateft na- 
tural curiofities in Hindooftan. 


| Tue only expedient that was now left, was to col- 
j fe&t as accurate an account of the place as poffible. In 
| . this the Subadar readily affifted me, and fent me two 
I Pundits, who had been there repeatedly, and whom 
ee he defcribed as intelligent men, and capable of fatis- 
hi fying my moft fanguine expettations. They were 
| both Brahmens, of high caft, and learned men. I 
began to interrogate them concerning the roads from 
Ruitunpour to Omercuntuc. They faid there was but 
i one, which led from the north {fide of the town into 
i ii -. the hills, where it continually afcends and defcends 
| [i over mountains, and leads through deep defiles, on 
He it the fides of precipices, and through a foreft almoft 
impenetrable, to Pindara, (a diftance of about twelve 
cofs,) which is the head of a Purgunnah bearing the 
Hh ty fame name; but the village is very poor, confifting. 
I only of a few Goand huts. From this place the road 
was only known to the mountaineers, who are always 
taken as guides to direét the pilgrims in afcending 
the table land of Omercuntuc. The Soane rifes on the 
eaft fide of it, and flows firft through Pindara, where 
being joined by numerous other ftreams from the N. 
E. fide of this mountainous land, it proceeds in a 
northerly direction through Sohauwepour, and Bogale- 
rel iit cund ; whence turning to the eaftward, it purfues its 
! courfe to the Ganges. After afcending the table land, 
i the temple is found fituated nearly in the center of it; 
nami where the Wurbudda rifes from a {mall pucka Coond, 
METE (or well,) from which, they told me, a ftream perpe- 
HE ii tually flows, and glides along the furface of the high. 
il | land, until reaching the welt end of it, it precipitates 
LU. itfelf into Mundilla. They. defcribed the fall as im- 
| a menfe, and faid, that at the foot of the table land, 
L l u its bed becomes a confiderable expanfe, where being. 
~ immediately joined by feveral other ftreams, it affumes- 
the form of a large river. sir b 
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Y was much: gratified with this defcription, which 
they delivered with fo little -hefitation, and which 
agreed fo well with the accounts I had previoufly re- 
ceived, that it left no doubt in my mind as to its ve- 
racity. J next inquired of them, in whofe territory 
Omercuniuc was confidered. They faid; that the Nag= 
pour government attached a part of it to their Pur- 
gunnah of Pindara; a fecond part was claimed by the 
Rajah of Sohawepour ; and a third by the Goands ; in 
whofe poffeffion indeed the whole at that time refted. 
They defcribed the building as being about forty feet 
high; that the images were numerous, and.that they. 
& were defcriptive of a very romantic fable; and this 
fubjeét immediately led me into that of the pilgrimage, 
A defire, it feems, to poffefs the property accruing 
from the offerings, and taxation levied on the pilgrims 
who travel thither, had raifed three competitors for it; 
but it properly belonged to the Brahmens who attend 
on the pagoda. 


Tue Hindoos worfhip at the fource of thefe rivers 
the confort of Siva, whom Sır Wittiam Jones, in 
his Treatife on the Gods of Greece, Italy, and India, 
mentions as being diftinguifhed by the names of Par- 
vaTi, or the mountain-born goddefs; Durca, or dif- 
ficult of accefs; and Buavani, or the goddefs of fe- 
cundity ; which latter is her leading name at Omer- 
cuntuc. The temple which contains the Mooraé or 
image of Buavani, was built by one of the ancient 
Rajahs of Ruttunpour. The Pundits faid there were 
formerly records of fifty-two fucceffions; but that, 
about fixty years ago, the family had become extinét; 
when the Mahratias took advantage of the confufion 
that enfued, from the endeavours of many competitors, 
to feize upon the government ; and have retained it ever 
fince that period. They related to me the names of 
three preceding Rajahs; viz. of HEOHOBUN Sine; 
his father, HeonNurais; grand father, Bisnaut Sine; 
and great grand father, Rurrun Since, More their 
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| memory, Or papers, could not furnifh; but that the 
ji whole might be attained by reference to records which 
were now difficult to be found. Upon my expreffing 
much folicitude to poffefs them, they told me that they 
| doubted if there were any in Rudtunpour ; for that the 
| e oppreffion and calamity which had befallen the city, 
i fince the Mahrattas had got poffeffion of it, had de- 
j ftroyed that encouragement which the Brahmens, under 
the government of their ancient Rajahs, had been ac- 
cuftomed to receive; and having deprived them of 
fmall grants of land, upon which they had formerly 
fubfited, they had not only difturbed their literary 
ia purfuits, but had diftreffed them to fuch a degree, 
tH that they had been compelled to wander in fearch of 
A itd the means of fubfiftence, and of peaceable retirement, 
ttt elfewhere ; and it might naturally be fuppofed that 
hh iH they had taken their books and papers with them. 
| There were at this time, they faid, only two or three 
| families remaining, in the fervice of the Mahraitta 
I | government, upon ftipends fo flender, that they were 
| 


barely enabled to fubfift, 


Tue fpring from which the Nurhudda takes its 
fource, is faid to be enclofed by a circular wall, which 
was built by a man of the name of Rewan, and on 
that account the river is called Maht Rewah, from its 
fource all through Mundzlla, until is reaches the con- 
fines of Bhopaul. The images at Omercuntuc are faid 
to reprefent Buavant, (who is there worfhipped under 
Bit the fymbol of Narmapa, or the Narbudda river,) much 
ia enraged at her flave Jouitxa, and a great variety of 
= attendants preparing a nuptial banquet; to which a 
= very romantic fable is attached: That Soanz, a. 
A Fi demi-god, being much enamoured with the extreme 
Bii i ty of Narmapa, after a very tedious courtfhip, 
| med to approach the Goddefs, in hopes of ac- 
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of lovely form: and dignity, or worthy to become 
her confort, to conduét him to Omercuntuc. JouitLa 
departed, met with Soane, and was fo dazzled with 
the fplendor of his ornaments, and extreme beauty, 
that fhe fell paffionately in love with him ; and fo far 
forgot her duty as to attempt to perfonate her miftrefs ; 
in which fucceeding, Baavani (or NarmMapba) was 
fo enraged at the deceit, that, upon their arrival at 
Omercuntuc, fhe feverely chaftifed Jonita, and dif- 
figured her face, in the manner faid to be reprefented 
in the image. She then precipitated Soane from the 
top of the table land to the bottom, whence that river 


` rifes; difappeared herfelf in the very fpot where the 


Narbudda iflues ; and from the tears of Joutrxa, a little 
river of that name {prings at the foot of Omercuntuc. 


Tue Pundits terminated their account by prefent- 
ing me with an addrefs of Beas Muni to the Nar- 
budda, extraéted from the Vayer Purana ; and which 
my friend Mr. Samuer Davis tranflated for me in 
the following words. ‘ Beas Muni thus addreffed 
Nurmapa, (or the Narbudda river :) Glorious as the 
fun and moon are thine eyes; but the eye in thy fore- 
head.blazes like fire: Bearing in thy hand a {pear like 
the Treful, and refting on the breaft of Buyroz. The 
blood of Anpux (Ossura) is dried up in thy prefence; 
thy Weufon (a fort of {now) is the difpeller of dread 
from the human iace. Brama and Seva refound thy 
praifes: Mortals adore thee. The Munzs reverence 
thee ; Dewas (demi-gods) and Hindras (angels) are 
thy progeny. Thou art united with the ocean; thou 
art defcended from Surya. By thee are mortals 
fanétified. . Thou difpeller of want, thou encreafeth 
the profperity of thole who perform devotions to thee. 
By thee are mortals direéted to the blifsful regions, 
and taught to avoid the manfions of punifhment. 


„Thou art alfo Resa, a child of Hemara, (the fnowy 


mountain.) Nurmapa anfwered, O Muni! thy 
G4 words 
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words are perfe&t, and thy heart is: pure: Be thou 
chief of Munis. By reading this, a man’s life will be 
lengthened, his happinefs and fame encreafed, and his 
progeny multiplied.” 


Marcu 16th. Tars morning I made an excurfion 
to fee the tank and buildings on the weft fide of Rut- 
tunpour. The firft objects that attra€ted my attention 
were two Hindoo temples on a hill: one had been 
erected by BeemBayee in honour of Lercumun Ram; 
and the other I found had been built in honour of 
BeemMajee, whofe heroic exploits had railed him in 
the opinion of the Mahrattas to the honour of a 
Dewtah; at whofe fhrine, offerings, and facrifices, 
are accordingly made at ftated periods. The guide 
then led me over fome high banks, round the ealt and 
north fides of the fort. From the latter a gate projects 
into a tank upon a high mound. Thefe two faces are 
furrounded by two large tanks; but the rampart is 
entirely fallen down, and in the place where it formerly 
ftood, had been ereéted fome poor huts. In the north 
end of the fort is fituated a {mall brick Hindooftannee 
boufe; in which Anunpysye, and another Ranny of 
the late BEEMBAJEE, refided. He left three wives at 
his death ; oné of whom only had burned herfelf with 
his remains; and the other two were then fupported on 
a Fagheer, granted to them by the Berar Rajah. 


I proceEpED in a fouth-weft dire@ion, until I 
came to a building facred to Buyror; and found in 
it an enormous Idol, made of blue granite, about 
nine feet in height, and which was rubbbed over with 
red» paint, and adorned with flowers. I was next 
direéted to a little hill, called Letchmy Tackry, upon 
which is an image and temple dedicated to BHAVAN! ; 
whofe proteétion, they faid, had ever prevented the - 
Muffulmen from. difturbing the Hindoos in their religi- 

“ous rites at Rutunpowr, From this hill, looking north, 
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I had a fine profpeé of the town and fort of Ruétun- 
f pour, furrounded by a great number of tanks and 
pools. Beyond them appeared the mountain of 
Loffagur, on which the Mahratias formerly had a 
polt; and the view was terminated by the blue moun- 
tains towards Omercuntuc. To the fouthward was a 
large lake, called Doolapour Talaow ; the embankment 
of which was nearly two miles in length; and to the 
weftward, about a’ mile diftant, was a little white 
building, which they told me was the tomb of Moo- 
fakhan, a Patan mendicant, who had been killed by 
~{ the Goands, many years ago, while endeavouring to 
à make converts to the Mahommedan faith. 


I now defcended from the hill, and went to look at 

a heap of ruins; among which they pointed out to me 
Rajah Roconaur's old Mahal, or houfe, under 
Goofapahar, It had been pulled to pieces for the fake 
of the materials; and thé walls had been much muti- 
Jated, in hopes of finding treafure. This building had 
been conftruéted on the old fite of Rutiwnpour, which 
then bore the name of Rajepour. On my return I ob- 
Re ferved a building in the middle of a tank, ereéied on . 
thirty-fix arches “of the gothic kind, upon which were 
raifed twenty-four pyramids over the external piers ; 

and within them appeared a temple of a pyramidical 
form, the entire height of which I computed to be 
about fifty feet. They informed me it was a monu- 
ment ereéted to the memory of one of the ancient 
Rajahs of Ruttunpour ; and this obje& having raifed 

my curiofity, I felt a ftrong defire to crofs the water. 

for a nearer infpeétion of it; for, if there had been 

any inf{cription upon it, it might probably have 
thrown fome light upon the hiftory of this part of 
India. I found, however, that the little excurfion I 

had already made; had begun to excite fome furprife 

in the town; which any further delay might have 
increafed almoft to an alarm; and as I depended a 

y good deal upon the affiftance of the Subadar of Cho- 
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teefgur, in profecuting the remainder of my route; I \ 
conceived it more advifable to abandon the building, 
and return to my camp; than to hazard any obftruc- 
tion to my fulfilling with fuccefs the very arduous un- 
dertaking I was engaged in. 


a 


ee T= 


Tue Pundits vihted me again about noon, when a 
converfation took place concerning the buildings, 
and ruins, I had vifited in the early. part of the day ; 
which. commenced with an account of feven Coonds, 
(wells) over which, they faid, as many Dewas prefide. 
Bathing in them they confidered as highly beneficial, 4, 
F ‘for thereby they imagine they receive an ablution ~ 
from fin, Thefe wells are fituated in and about Rut- 
tunpour ; and from the fanétity attributed to them, the 
Wit place has been called a Coffy. They related to me a 
| | number of fables concerning demons, and giants, 
| who formerly inhabited thefe hills; one of whom, in 


a ome = 
a epee 


particular, they mentioned by the name of Gopaut 
Row Patwan, a great wreftler, who. lived in the 
reign of the Emperor Acsar, and whofe name is {till 
attached to.a part of the hills on the north fide of 
_ Ruttunpour. They toid me many extraordinary {tories 
of his exploits, and feats of ftrength and agility ; 
and added, thatthe Emperor Acsar, hearing of his 
fame, had {ent for him to Court, and that his Majefty 
had been vaflly gratified by his wonderful perform- 
ances. 


Tue Pundits being about to take their leave; and 
as my departure next morning would probably pre- 
vent our meeting again; I thought the liberal and 
ready information they had given me, demanded fome 
return; and, after making them a fuitable compenfa- 
tion, I expreffed a with, that if they knew of any in- 
{criptions, or ancient legends, in or about Ruttunpour, 
they would favour me with copies of them. They de- 

rted, promifing to comply with my wifhes, fo far 

‘might lie in their power; and ifthe evening they ~~ 
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fent me a paper on which were written fome Jines in 
the Deonagur charaéter, but which proved to be no- 
thing more than a tranfcript from the Mahabarat. 


Rurrunpour is undoubtedly a place of great anti- 
quity; and, could I have remained there a fufficient 
time to examine its ruins, and to fearch for the ancient 
records of the place, it is probable I fhould have ob- 
tained fome ufeful information concerning it. 


Marcu 18th. Havine now refted five days at 

Ruttunpour, our journey was renewed, with frefh 
A fpirits, through a champaign country, abundantly 
watered with, little rivers, full of villages, and beauti- 
fully ornamented with groves and tanks. After the 
difficulties we had encountered, the change of fcene 
was truly gratifying; and the Mahratia govcrninent 
being well eftablifhed, and the country highly culti- 
vated, we met with civil treatment, and abundance of 
every fpecies of grain. Thefe were comforts to which 
we had been fo long unaccuftomed, that the hard{hips 
we had fuffered in traverfing the mountains and wilds | 
of Corair, Kurgummah, and Mahtin, were foon for- 
got. But as an account of each day’s journey, 
through this fertile country, would be tedious and 
uninterefting in the detail, I need only mention, that 
we travelied 100 miles through it in little more than 
thirteen days, which brought us on the 31ft of March 
to Ryepour, the next principal town in Chotee/gur ; 
but which, from its population, and commerce, might 
juflly be ranked the firft. I computed about 3000 
huts in it: there is alfo a large {tone fort on the N. E. 
fide of the town, the walls of which are decayed, but 
the ditch is deep and wide. 


Tue foil in this country is a rich black mould, but 
no where more than three feet in depth. Under this 
the folid rock appears, as was perceptible in all ‘the 
beds of the'rivers, and in the fides of tanks and wells. 


It 
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It produces large quantities of wheat, and vegetable 
oil; fuch as the linfeed, and Palmachrifii, and va- 
rious kinds of pulfe. Rice is not abundant, it being 
only cultivated behind large refervoirs of water, col- 
feéted in the rainy feafon, in fituations where the de- 
clivity of the furface is fuitable; and through the 
dykes, or embankments of which, the water is occa- 
fionally Jet out to fupply the vegetation, when the fall 
of rain from the atmofphere no longer favors it. 


Larce quantities of grain are exported from Cho- 
teefeur all over the Nizam’s dominions, and even to 
the Circars, when the fcarcity in thofe provinces re- 
quires it. From the latter they import falt, which is 
retailed at fuch an extravagant price, that it is fome- 
times fold for its weight in filver. The villages are 
very numerous, but poor; and the country abounds 
in cattle, and brood mares of the ¿attoo fpecies. The 
population of Choteefgur is not great, nor does the 
fyftem of government to which it is fubjeét at all tend 
to increafe it. 


© Tue Subah of Choteefgur, with its dependencies, 
was at this time rented by the Berar government, to 
trrut Punoir, for a fpecific fum, which was payable 
annually in Nagpour ; and who, in confideration of 
the rank of Subadar, and his appointment, had like- 
wife paid a confiderable fum. Upon further inquiry 
as to the means by which the Suéadar managed the 
country, I was informed, that he farmed different 
- portions of it to his tenants, for a certain period, and 
. for fpecific fums; nearly upon: the fame terms as the 
whole was rented to him. The revenue is colleéted 
by his tenantry, which, in thofe parts of the country 
«where the government is well eftablifhed, gives them 


aa Jittle trouble. The attention of the Subadar is chiefly 


‘direfied to levying tributes from the Zemeendars in 
‘the mountainous parts of the country; who being al- 
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ways refraclory, and never paying any thing until 
much time has been fpent in warfare, the refult is 
often precarious, and the tribute confequently trivial. 
I was next led to inquire what method was adopted by 
the tenantry in colleéting the revenue from the pea- 
fants. They informed me that it invariably confifted 
in taxing the ploughs, and was always delivered in the 
produce of the lands; as grain, oil, or cotton, ac- 
cording to the fpecies of cultivation for which the im- 
plements had been ufed. This confequently occafions 
a vaft accumulation of the produce of the country to 
the tenant; and fome expedient becomes immediately 


neceffary to convert it into fpecie to enable him to 
pay his rent, 


Tue infecurity attending the traveller, in his pro- 
perty and perfon, throughout moft of the native go- 
vernments of India, and the privilege allowed to the 
Zemeendars, of taxing the merchants who pafs through 
their diftri&s, is fo difcouraging to foreign traders, 
that they are rarely feen, in the Mahratta territory, 
employed in any other line of traffic than that of 
bringing for fale a few horfes, elephants, camels, and 
fhawls. All other branches of trade, both in exports 
and imports, are under the immediate management of 
fubjeéts to the empire; under whofe proteétion, like- 
wife, a numerous clafs of people, called Brinjartess 
carry on a-continual traffic in grain, and every other 
neceflary of life. By thefe, the largeft armies: are 
frequently fupplied: but although much inland com- 
merce is carried on in this way, it derives very little 
encouragement from any regulations of the Mahraiia 
government, as to the improvement of roads, or any 
thing to animate it; and it is chiefly upheld by the 
neceffity they are under of converting the produce of 
the lands into fpecie; the Brinjaries purchafing the 
grain at a moderate rate from the Zemeendars, and 
retailing it again in thofe parts of the country, where 
the poverty of the foil, or a temporary fcarcity, may 
offer a ready market. Accordingly we find the 
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Brinjary perfevering through roads, which nothing \ 
but the moft indefatigable fpirit of induftry could in- 
duce him to attempt, and where the ftraightnefs of the 
paths and defiles, barely affords a paffage for himfelf 
and his bullocks. 


Tur Mahraitas keep their peafantry in the moft ab- 
je& ftate of dependance, by which means, they al- 
ledge, the Ryats are lefs liable to be turbulent, or of- 
fenfive to the government. Coin is but {paringly cir- 
culated among them; and they derive their habitations, 
and fubfiftence, from the labour of their own hands. 
Their troops, who are chiefly compofed of emigrants, A 
from the northern and weftern parts of Hindooftan,. ~~ 
are quartered upon the tenantry, who, in return for 
. the accommodation and fubfiftence they afford them, 
require their afliftance, whenever it may be neceflary, 
for colleéting the revenues. Such was the ftate of the 
! country and government of Choteefgur; the exports 
i) of which, in feafons of plenty, are faid to employ 
HW 100,000 bullocks; and it is accordingly one of the 
HE. moft produétive provinces under the Berah Rajah. 


Tue only road from Cuttack to Nagpour paffes 
through Ryepowr: it is indeed the only track by > 
which a communication is kept open between thofe 
two places; but it is frequently obftruéted by the 
Zemeendars who poffels the intervening {pace of hilly 


country. 


Aprit 4th. A yourney of feven days, during 
which the weather proved very pleafant, terminated 
this day on the fouthern confines of Choteefgur. We 
were bere within view of the hills that extend from 
vo. fea coaft of the Northern Czrcars to this 
part of the peninfula; a fpace of about three degrees 
in latitude. Our march through this fine champaign 
i | country had recruited the ftrength of-our cattle; 
a found my party yet able to endure much fa- 


ue, and hard fervice, fhould it be required. I / 
had 4 
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had been abundantly regaled with fine water fowls, 

ý large flocks of ortolans and quails; and the large 
herds of cattle having furnifhed us with milk; and 
ghee, in great abundance, which we obtained for the 
moft inconfiderable prices, our departure from this 
charming country was regretted by the whole party ; 
and the recollection of the hardfhips we had already 
fuffered in a hilly country, rendered the profpeét be- 
fore us rather unwelcome. 


Ir was here that I firt met the. Mahanuddee, or. 
\. Cuttack river, and croffed it to enter upon the thick 
i woods of Conair, where the road immediately 
dwindled into a narrow path, or defile, through thick 
bufhes and foreft trees. After croffing a low ridge of 
hills, we entered upon that trat of country which is 
pofleffed by the ancient Rajahs of Goandwannah ; and 
is entirely inhabited by the Goand mountaineers. The 
village at which our march terminated this day, con- 
fifted only- of five poor hats; and the Goands, amount- 
ing to about fifteen inhabitants, came out to gaze at 
us. They were totally divefted of alarm; and gave 
us to underftand, through the medium of a Faffoos 
4. _Hirkarrah, that, but for the inftru€tions.they had re- 
ceived from their chief, they would not have allowed 
us to enter upon their territory. 


Aprit 5th. Tars day a very ferious misfortune | 
befell me, in the lofs of the only Hirkarrah who had 
ever before been in thefe wild and unfrequented traéts. 
He was the fame whom I have already mentioned as 
having vifited the fourcés of the Narbudda and Soane 

rivers; at which time he was in the fervice of the 
Mahratias. He had, three days before, been indif- 
pofed with a complaint in his bowels, probably owing 
to the change of water, which had induced me to dif- 
= penfe with his attendance, in order that he might tra- 
R velat his leifure, in company with another fick man, 
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who ufually came to the ground about an hour after 
the ret of the people. This day, however, they 
were both -miffing; and on my inquiring into the 
caufe, the Mahratia Hirkarrah, whom Irrut Pun- 
pir had deputed with me from Ruttunpour, replied, 
by conjeéturing, that they had been robbed and mur- 
dered on the road by the Goands ; for, faid he, where 
are they to find refuge in this wild and inhofpitable 
country ? 


INTELLIGENCE Of my approach having been fent, 
«by the Mahratta Aumil, on the frontier of Chotee/gur, 


from him, to congratulate me on my arrival in his 
territory, and to conduét me to his refidence. I was 
much pleafed at the courtefy of the Goand chief; for 
the fpecimen I had feen of his fubjeéts, fhewed that 
they were in general very favage, and by no means 
wanting in fpirit; and I foon found, that nothing but 
conciliating their good opinion, would enable me to 
travel among them with any probability of fuccefs. 
We were, however, abundantly fupplied with grain 
in our progrefs through his country. 


Aprit 6th. We arrived at the town of Conkair; = 


which is fituated between a high rocky hill and the 

fouth bank of the Mahanuddee river. On the fummit 

of the hill the Rajah had built a fortrefs, and mounted 

two guns. We encamped in a mango grove on the 

q . north fide of the river; where, after taking a little re- 
i frefhment, I difpatched to the Rajah the letter which 
had been procured for me by Irrut Punnir from the 

Ranny of Bemsajer. An anfwer was returned in 

about two hours, ftating, that the Rajah would vifit 

me the enfuing morning; when I fhould be informed 

of every particular concerning my route to the coun- 

try “of the late Viz1a-RAM-RAUZE ; and in the mean 
_time he fent me a prefent of five fowls; fome eggs, and 


“Safmallpig. - 1 J 
glans l 
À My af - 


_CC-0. Gurukul Kangri University Haridwar Collection. Digitized by S3 Foundation USA 


ee 


to the Conkair Rajah; this evening a Vakeel came 4 


FROM CHUNARGHUR TO YERTNAGOODUM, 113 


My Hirkarrahs foon got intelligence that the Ra- . 
jahs of Conkair and Buflar were at variance; and 
that the former had laid wafte and taken poffeffion of 
the N. E. frontier of the Byftar Raah’s country; where 
they informed me, the Mahanuddee rifes at a place 
called Sehowah, about feven cofs to the fouth of Con- 
kair. This place is entirely furrounded by hills, but 
the ranges extending from the north round to the 
ealt and fouth, appeared very lofty and extenfive. 
The Buflar frontier is only fix cofs dHtant to the 
fouthward, and is entered upon through Tilly Gauiiy, 
a very rugged and fteep pafs over the hills. 


Arrt 7th. This morning, about eight o'clock, 
was announced to me the approach of Saum Sine, the 
Rajah of Conkair; of whofe intended vifit having re- 
ceived previous notice, I, had prepared every thing 
for his reception accordingly. After the falutation 
was over, I began an inquiry into the nature of the 
country through which my journey was to be purfued 
tothe Northern Circars. The Rajah replied perfonally 
to a variety of queftions, and I was furprized to find 
him fpeak the Hindooftanny language with great flu- 
ency. He gave me very explicit information, that 
my nearef{t route would be by Dongah to Fugdulpour, 
the principal town of Buftar; from thence to Co- 
tepar, which is the boundary between Bufiar and 
Facpour; and thence to Faepour through Koorkooty 
gaut, to the country of Viziaram Rauze. He faid 
that this road to the, fea coaft was frequented only by 
the Brinjaries: buteven they had lately abandoned it, 
in confequence of the refraciory conduét of the Buflar 
Rajah; for the neighbouring Goand Zemeendars, in- 
ftigatediby the Mahrattas, had plundered and deflroyed 
all the villages to a confiderable diftance upon it. 
He then informed me of another route, taking a cir- 
cuit to the eaftward, by Sehowah (the fource of the 
Mahanuddee) through Ryegur to Fapour; which the . 
Brinjaries at that time frequented ; and by which 
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the Buftar Rajah’s territory would be avoided. Both 
roads met at Faepour, the capital of the country bear- 
ing the fame name; which town is faid to confitt of 
about five hundred Oorea huts. The old town of 
Bujlar, -I was informed, had been deferted ; the in- 
-habitants having removed to Fugdulpour ; under whick 
a confiderable river runs, called the /nderow/y ; the 
bed of which, at that place, is very rocky, and not 
fordable at any period of .the year. A fmall fort is 
»  fituated in a peninfula formed by the winding of the 
river; anda deep ditch having been dug acrofs the 
narrow neck of land, it is confidered a ftrong fitua- 
tion; but, in the rainy feafon, the river overflows its 
banks, and forms a very extenfive lake on all fides. 


Tue road by Sehowah and Ryegur appearing the 
only practicable one, I had refolved, after taking an 
adequate fupply of provifions from Conkair, to com- 
mence upon it: But, on communicating my intention 
“to Saum Sing, he endeavoured to diffuade me from 
it; alledging, in the firft place, that if I reached the 
Faepour gaui, I fhould find it fhut up, and occupied 
by a large body of troops belonging to the fon of the 

late Vizisram Rauze; who would certainly oppofe 
me; and that my party was not only too weak to force 
a paflage, but even to preferve ourfelves from being 
plundered, and cut off. Upon afking the reafon of 
his being there in a hoftile manner, he told me, that 
VizsaraM Ravuze’s country had been taken from him 
by the Fringhys ;* that the Rajah, with a great many 
of his people, had died in defence of it, (alluding to: 
the attion near Padnaburam, in 1794,) and.that he did 
not doubt, but Narrain Bauproo, his fon, and the 
remainder of his adherents, would be glad of an op- 
pogtunity of retaliating upon me and my party. ‘It 
appeared, indeed, that Rajah Ramiocuun, of Fae~ 
4 had, fubfequent to the death of Viziaram 


, 


RAUZE, 


al * Europeans, 
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Ravze, afforded proteétion to his fon; having re- 
ceived him, and his adherents, with much cordiality ; 
and had united them with his own forces; to enable. 
him to refit the Englifh, and evade paying the tribute 
which had formerly been paid to Vizianam Rauze. 
Saum Sine added, that, as I fhould have to pafs 
through the center of the Yaepour country, if I 
efcaped from one attempt that would be made to plun- 
der me, I could neverthelefs not hope to penetrate 
through it; for Rajah Ramiocuun could at any time 
mufter 5000 men, the greater part of whom carried 
matchlocks; and others were provided with large 
crooked knives, and long Spears; whofe cuftom is*to 
creep on the ground under cover of the-bufhes, until 
within reach of their enemy, when they threw their 
{pears with great dexterity and, effe&t. He next re- 
prefented to me'that the Buflar Rajah, Dorryar Deo, 
and his fon, PrerrxisseN Deo, were very treacherous 
and powerful; having poffeflion of a great extent of 
country, divided into forty-eight Purgunnahs. That 
Dorryar Deo, at the time of the deceafe of his fa- 
ther, had three brothers, on two of whom he had 
feized, and having put out their eyes, he {till kept 
them in confinement; but the third had made his ef 
cape to Nagpour. Many aéts of the moft horrid 
treachery, which he had been guilty of towards his own- 
people, were then detailed to me; and his only re- 
maining relative, who had been fubfervient to his 
views, having lately been plundered by him, had fled 
to avoid more dreadful confequences. That Dorr- 
yar Deo had removed his refidence from Fugdulpour 
toa neighbouring hill fort, about five cofs diftant, 
called Kazfloor ; on which he had fecured himfelf 
again{t the Mahratias; and paid them no more tribute 
than he felt himfelf inclined to; on which account 
they plundered his country, and encouraged all the 
Zemeendars in the neighbourhood of Buflar to do the 
fame ; and to wrelt from him as much of his territory as 
they could. Saum Sine next {lated to me, that, under 


fuch circumftances, I could not expeét that Dorryar: 
H 2 Deo 
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Deo would pay much attention to my Mahratta Pur- 
qwannah; and he was convinced, that if he did not 
attack me openly, he would do it underhand, by 
means of the Faepour Rajah. He concluded by tel- 
ling me, that he had been induced to give me this in- 
formation, to difluade me from proceeding to Vizta- 
NAGRUM, by Buflar and Faepour, to the end that 
no reproach might come upon him; for in cafe any 
misfortune fhould befal me, the Mahratias would un- 
doubtedly tax him with duplicity, in not having given 
me information of the danger before me; and that as 
I was recommended to his care by his adopted mo- 
ther, the Ranny of the late Bemsayer, he felt himfelf 
doubly inclined to prevent any harm happening to 
me; but, if I was determined upon taking that route, 
I muft take the confequences upon myfelf; for, after 
the reprefentation hehad made of the difficulty and dan- 
ger of attempting it, he fhould confider himfelf as rid 
of all refponfibility, and would make the fame known 
to the Mahratta government. 


Tue information of the Goand chief was delivered 
with fo much candour, and fo very explicitly, that 
I could not harbour a doubt as to its veracity ; and 

-T found it afterwards fully verified on my arrival in 
the Circars. 


I was next lcd to inquire, that, fuppofing the 
country was fettled, and the Bufar and Faepour 


Rajahs not unfriendly to travellers, if the track. 


. through it would be of a convenient nature for loaded 
cattle. Saum Sine replied, that the road through 
thefe countries confifted of one continual afcent and 
defcent, through the thickeft forefts and mountainous 
paths; and in fome places over the fides of the molt 
craggy precipices; that the whole of the Bu/tar coun- 
try was almoft a wildernefs ; being, in a few places 


s 


only, thinly inhabited by the wild Goands, who arein © 


j a {tate of nature; and that in fome parts I fhould find 
ko N ; a s no 
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{ no water but ata very long diftances; and, in reality, i 
no fupplies of grain, until I fhould arrive c upon the 
frontier of Viziar AM Rauze’s country. 


Sucu unfavourable reports of the ftate of the coun- 
tries before me, damped at once the hopes I had en- 
tertained of fulfilling with entire fuccefs the obje& of 
my deputation; and I experienced the moft vexatious 
difappointment at fuch a check being thrown in the 
way of my progrefs. I was indeed at a lofs which 
way to direét my courfe through this labyrinth of 
mountains and wildernefs; but, upon afking Saum 
Sixc which would be the moft eligible road to the 
fea coaft, he replied without hefitation, that the only 
praéticable road would be from Conkair, through the 
hills and jungles co Byragur, a diftance of about forty 
cofs to the weltward; where I fhould fall in with a 
high road leading to the Deccan through the middle of 
Chanda, a fine champaign country. As my original 
intention of proceeding in a foutherly direétion had 
been fruflrated, and the track pointed out to me 
through Chanda, would ftill furnifh many defirable 
acquifitions in geographical knowledge, I refolved to 
A adopt it; or rather I knew of no other to purfue. 


THE Rajah, who was now about to take his leave, 
perceiving a fheet of white paper upon the table, 
which attra¢ied his curiofity, it was handed to him ; 
when he admired it exceedingly; and made a requeft 
that, if I had any to fpare, I would give him fome; 
which I promifed accordingly ; and here our confe- 
rence ended. 


S 


Wuen Rajah Saum Sine, with his retinue, had 
departed, I fent an intelligent man to him to take an 
account of all the roads leading from this place'to the 
fea coa{t; and particularly of “that which he had ad- 

>- vifed me topurfue. As the Mahratia Hirkarrah wha 
CC-O. Gurukul Kangri University Haridwarfgoltgction. Digitized by S3 Foundation Usad 


18 NARRATIVE OF A ROUTE 


had accompanied me from Ruttunpour, was here to 
leave me, it became neceffary that we fhould have 
fome other man who could interpret between us and 
the Goands who were to be our guides. I fent there- 
fore a requeft to the Rajah, foliciting that fuch a per- 
fon. might accompany us tochis frontier; and likewife, 
that he would give me letters recommending me to the 
attention of theother Goand Zémeendars between Conk- 
air and Byragur. As an inducement to him to com- 
ply, I took this opportunity of fending him, accord- 
ing to my promife, a quire of gilt writing paper, and 
fome coloured China paper. In the evening my mef- 
fenger returned with an account, that the Rajah had 
been, delighted with the little prefent I had made him ; 
and hadin a very fatisfatory manner complied with 
my requeft. 


Axsourt feven o'clock in the evening, the Rajah's 
Dewan, who I underftood was the only man in the 
town that could read or write, came and prefented me 
with a fmall piece of paper, addreffed to the Goand 
chief whofe territory is fituated between Conkair and 
Byragur, It was written in the Mahratia charaéter ; 
and, on procuring a tranflation, I found it was ad- 
dreffed to the Rajah of Pannawar, and contained 
merely information of who I was, and where I was 
going, in order that he might not be alarmed at my 
approach, nor impede me in my progrefs through his 


country. The Dewan then delivered us fome Goands, 
as guides, and departed, 


Apri 8th. Tuis morning we experienced much 
trouble in detaining any of our guides ; fome of whom 
had, after repeated ftruggles, broke loofe, and ran off. 
Our route led through thick forefts and defiles among 

hills, which continued during this and the enfuing 
a until we reached Bou/lagur, a large Goand village, 
SeHrhnted at the foot of a high hill. It was here I firft 


obferved the ftreams running to the weftward, and that — 
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the country is drained into the ,Godavery ; having 
hitherto perceived the little rivers and nullahs running 
eaftward, and falling into the Mahanuddee. From 
Conkair to this place (a diftance of about forty miles) 
not a fingle habitation had occurred, which could” 
with propricty be denominated a hamlet. I had in- 
deed obferved a but or two, here and there, with fmall 
{pots of land fomewhat cleared, where the Goands had 
cut down the trees to within three feet of the ground, 
and having interwoven the branches fo as to fence 
their plantations againft the attacks of wild beafts, had 
removed the intervening grafs and creepers, to make 
room for the cultivation of a litthe maize, or Indian 
corn. 


Arrt 10th. Tuts morning, as the party was 
moving off, the Goands, who had been brought out of 
the village by the Rajah’s people to ferve as guides, 
were no fooner delivered to us, than they began to | 
make very defperate attempts to get away; in moft of 
which they fucceeded. The Rajah’s men alledged, 
that it was from fear; but to me it appeared to pro- 
ceed from knavery, and an inclination to quarrel; 
for, when we had moved on a little way, a large body 
of Goands, armed with fpears, furrounded a loaded 
bullock that was coming off the ground a little later 
than the reft; and, if I-had not fent back a party to 
the afliftance of the people in charge of:it, there ap- 
peared to be little doubt but they would have carried 
it off. A man alfo, who had dropped fome part of 
his property, and had returned the day before to look 


‘for it, was no more heard of; whichsconvinced me 


that he had been cut off by thefe wild favages, who 
appear not to be wanting in inclination to fight, when 


‘plunder is in view, and who ulually add murder to 
“their depredations. i 


ArrıL 12th. We reached the Conkair Rajah’s 
frontier; and I had fcarcely gone beyond it, when 
intelligence was brought me of a large body of 
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men being perceived pofted in the jungle on our left 
flank. On reconnoitering them, I found that they ) 
had taken poffeflion of a defile, through which the / 
road led ; that many of them had matchlocks, with their 
matches ready lighted; and the reft were armed with 
fpears, bows, and arrows. Finding us aware of them, 
they did not advance ; but a man on horfeback came 
forward, and faid, that he was deputed by the Rajah of 
Pannawar to afcertain who we were; but on my fhew- 

ing him the Conkatr Rajah’s paper, he returned to his 
party, who made way for us to pafs them, and pro- 
ceeding, we foon reached Pannawar. Here I per- 
ceived the Rajah, feated on a rifing ground, gazing A 
at us; and immediately fent the Mahraita pafs for his 
infpeétion, to which, although he fhewed fome re- 
f{peét, he would not afford us grain, nor provifions of 

of any kind; and in the moft fullen manner rejeéted 

all communication whatever. It was not until our 
utmoft entreaties had been made, that we could get 
guides from him; in which at length fucceeding, I de- 
parted with much fatisfaétion from the inhofpitable 
manfion of this Goand chief. 


Gast 


i 
it 
| 
Í 
i 


"Tue Buflar frontier is about ten cofs diftant from 
this place; the afpeét of the country in that di- a 
re€tion is very mountainous; and all accounts cor- 
roborated the Conkair Rajah’s defcription of it, as 
being a wildernefs, and almoft defolate. Our road 
led from one paffage through the hills to another, fo 
that the view could no where be extenfive. Thefe | 

are doubtlefs the rangés of. hills, which, continuing l 
along the eaft fide of Berar, conneét the mountains of | 
Omercuntuc, and Mundilla, with thofe of Tilingana | 
and Buflar ; and extend to the fea coaft in the Nor- 


iher Circars. 


. MARCH Of fifty miles more, in three days, brought 
te Malliwer, the refidence of another Goand chief. 
3 road was much more difficult, and the country’ 
_ 
Ss 


5 eo”. - . 2 = ier 
one continued wildernefs. A confiderable declivity, 
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between the mountains, feparates the territory of the 
Rajah of Pannawar from that of Malliwer. I had 
frequently obferved the Goands gather a {mall red 
plum from the jungles, and eat it; and this day a 
fepoy, who had followed their example, prefented me 
fome upon a leaf, which, on eating, I found to bea 
very pleafant fubacid fruit. I afterwards met with 
abundance of this berry throughout Chanda, and was 
careful to preferve the ltones, fome of which I planted 
in the Circars, and brought the remainder to Bengal. 


Doorooc Suaw, the Rajah of Malliwer, fupplied 
us with a little rice; but, until I had fent the Mahratia 
pafs for his infpettion on the following day, and de- 
manded guides, he feemed to concern himfelf but lit- 
tle about us. The man whom I had deputed upon 
this fervice, returned to inform me, that on his pre- 
fenting the Purwannah, the Goand chief had thrown 
it down, and {pit upon it; and when he remonftrated 
with him on this difrefpectful condué towards the 
Rajah of Berar, he replied, that he was not in Nag- 
pour, and that he apprehended nothing from him. OF 
this unaccountable conduét I took little notice at the 
time; but ordered my people to prepare for marching. 
Doorooce Snuaw, perceiving our mealures, came to- 
wards our encampment with a large retinue; when 
every thing being ready to move off the ground, I 
fent my Moonfhee to-him, efcorted by a nazck and fix 


fepoys, with direétions to fhew him the pafs once more, 


and to caution him againft any difrefpeét to it; for, 
notwithftanding the Rajah was abicnt from his capital, 
I fhould, on my arrival at Byragur, lofe no time in 
tranf{mitting an account of the intult to the Mahratia 
othcers who were in charge of the government. He 
feemed to be ftartled at the fight of the fepoys; and, 
as foon as the meffage was delivered to him, he fent to 
requeft a conference with me, to which I affented, 
Aman, called his Dewan, who fpoke a little bad Hin. 

devee,. 
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devee, was the interpreter between us. The refult of 
our interview was, that Doorooc Suaw wanted a pre- 
fent from me: I told him his inhofpitable_treatment 
did not merit it, and that I fhould give him none. At 


this he appeared much offended; but finding that his - 


importunities availed him nothing, he ordered three of 
his Goands to attend us as guides, with whom we im- 
mediately departed, leaving him no time to waver, or 
to countermand his orders. 


Haviné difmounted from my horfe in the courfe 


of this march, to take the bearings of fome remark- _ 


abie hills, a man, and a lad about ten years old, 
whofe faces I knew not, fell proftrate at my feet. Upon 
inquiring into the caufe of it, I was informed they 
belonged to.a tribe of Hindoo mendicants, known by 
the name of Goofaigns. The man firit raifing his 
head and hands, in the moft fupplicating pofture, re- 
quefted that I would hear him. Surprize at this un- 
common circumftance arrefted my attention, and he 
began to recite his tale. He faid, that he, in com- 
pany with many other Goofargns, had fet out from the 
place of their refidence, Mzrzapour, (a town well known 
on the banks of the Ganges,) and that, after having 
travelled through the Englifh territory to Cuttack, and 
made the pilgrimage of Faggernaut, they had refolved 
to make all the pilgrimages in the fouthern parts of 
the Peninfula: But wifhing firft to vifit the fource of 
the Mahanuddee, and principal places of fanétity upon 
the upper parts of the Gunga Godavery, they had taken 
their route along the banks of the former. Having 
travelled unmolefted for fome time, and fubfifted, in 
fome’ places, on the alms.of the Hindoos, wherever 
they found them, they had at length fallen in with the 
hilis and jungles inhabited only by the Goands, who 
had plundered them, and murdered many of their 


companions; of whofe bodies they had made offerings 


~ to their God; and that the two pitiful objeGts before ~ 


me, were an inflance of uncommon good fortune in 
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;  efcaping from the cruelty of thefe favages. I defired 
the man and boy to raife themfelves up, when they 
folicited my prote¢étion, and permiffion to follow among 
my party; alledging, that, but for my taking com- 
paflion on their fituation, and feeding them, they muft 
undoubtedly perifh. The firftrequeft I readily granted; 
but, as to the fecond, I told him that I had been only 
enabled to travel in thefe wilds, with fo many people, 
by the moft provident precaution; and by making 
every man carry his food for a certain number of 
days, until frefh fupplies of grain could be procured: 
that it would not be juftin me to deprive any man of 
his daily allowance, to give to them: but, as there 
were many Hindoos among my people, they might 
prevail on fome of them to part with a little of their 
grain for immediate fubfiftence; and that in three days 
more we fhould arrive at Byragur, where their wants 
would be more effeétually relieved. 


Tur conference being ended, I refumed my journey 
for the day, and was no more importuned by the 
Goofaigns ; but I obferved them afterwards among the 
< fepoys, and received many grateful acknowledgments 
` from them for the proteétion I had afforded them. I 
found alfo, on inquiry, that the Hindoo fepoys had fed 
them. 


Aprit 17th. Our journey was continued, with- 
out any remarkable occurrence, through the hills and 
jungles, to within nine miles of Byragur, where we 
arrived this day. This place was formerly annéxed 
to Chanda, and the country ftill bears that name, though 
they are now feparate Subahdaries. Bisuun Punpir 
was at this time Subahdar of Byragur, and had rented 
the country for a fpecific period by contraét. The 
government was much of the fame nature as that I 
had met with in Chotee/gur. Byragur is confidered 


ines by the Mahrattas as a large town, and may confift of 
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about three hundred tiled and thatched houfes. It  \ 
has a ftone fort onthe N. W. fide, clofe under the eat | 
face of which runs the Kobragur, which winds round / 
the S. W. fide of the town, and being joined by an- i 
other fmall river, takes a north-wefterly courfe, and 
falls into the Wainy, or Baun Gunga. 


Byracur appeared ‘to be a place of fome traffic: 
I found here large bodies of Brinjaries from all parts 
of Choteefgur, and fome from the Circars. The trade 
feemed to confift chiefly of cotton, which is: brought fas 
from the N. W. parts of Berar and Choieefgur. This A ' 
is taken up by traders from the Circars, who, in ex-~ 
change for it, give falt, beetle, and coco nuts: and I 
underftood that from -this cotton the moft beautiful 
cloths in the Northern Circars are manufactured. 


4 


Tue long marches we had made through the hills 
and jungles, from Conkair, having haraffed us a good 
deal, I refolved to reft a day at this place; as well 
with a view to gain information of the country before 
us, as to recover from our fatigues. I found the 
Conkair Rajah’s information concerning the Bu/iar 
country, and that at this place I fhould fall in with a 
high road leading from Nagpour to Mafulipatam, very 
accurate. The Mahraia government being alfo well 
eftablifhed at Byragur, the greate{t attention was paid 
to my pafs, and I reccived every civility and attention s 
in confequence of it. ; 


AprrIL 18th. In the evening Bisuun Punpir paid 
me a vifit, and detailed to mea route leading from 
Byragur, through the city of Chanda, to Rajamandry, 
in length about two hundred co/s, or nearly four hun- 
dred miles: But the difference of Jatitude, in a me- 
ridional dire€tion between the two places, not exceed- 
ing two hundred geographical miles, that route ap- 
p d rather circuitous; and my intelligence from . 

cated 


i h r 
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other quarters foon convinced me, that by going to 
Chanda, I fhould confiderably increafe the wefting I 
had already made from Conkair. As the authority of 
the Mahratta government extended fome diftance to 
the eaftward of Chanda, I thought I might fafely ven- 
ture to take a foutherly courfe for five or fix marches, 
when drawing nearer to that part of the Nzzam’s ter- 
ritory which I was to pafs thraugh, I fhould probably 
obtain authentic information concerning the ftate of it. 


Tue general alarm that feemed to have pervaded 
the whole of the Berar Rajah’s fubjeéts, throughout 
Chanda, in confequence of the Mahratta war with the 
Nizam ; and the armies being upon the point of com- 
ing to battle; a multitude of apprehenfions had been 
excited, and various reports were already circulated, 
as to the iffue of it. Immenfe quantities of grain had ` 
been fent from Chanda to fupply the Mahratta army ; 
and I found it was increafed in price near 200 per cent. 
dearer than it had been in Choteefgur; rice being fold 
here at fixteen feers for a rupee. 


Nacpour is not more than feventy miles from By- ` 


ragur in a north-wefterly direttion. I might now be 
faid to be verging upon the Deccan; and the change 
of climate, on entering the plain country, had be- 
come very perceptible ; for the nights, which in the 


Goand hills had been very chill, were now become hot. 


The foil in Chanda appears fandy ; aud the produce is 
chiefly rice, with fmali quantities of pulfe and fugar- 
cane. Numerous herds of the fineft goats, and fheep, 
are breed in this part of the country. 


Arrit igth. I moved from Byragur about fixteen 
miles to Purla; and proceeded through the eaftern 
fide of Chanda, fkivting round the Goand hills and jungles 
which lay to the left of my route. I was informed, 
that this hilly traét is partly fubjeét to the Mahraitas ; 
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but, at the diftance of twenty cofs the country belongs 


. to the Bujiar Rajah, who is independant; and the in- 


habitants fo wild, that it is never frequented by travel- 
Jers; and I was told of more inftances~ of Fakeers 


. + . . 
having been murdered in attempting to penetrate 


through it. 


_ ApriL 20th. We arrived at Cherolygur, a large and 

well peopled village ; from which place, I underftood, 
the city of Chanda is only thirty cofs diftant. Three 
marches more through a country tolerably open, 
brought us to Knufery, which is under the Subahdary 
of Chanda. 


-Arrit 24th. We reached Tolady, a village near 
the S. E. frontier of the Chanda Purgunnah; and 


_ eroffed this day the Wainy, or Baungunga river, which, 


aati 


: 5 : “oP 
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rifing in the hills of Choteefeur, receives all the little 
ftreams that have their fources on the S. W. fide of 
the hills that divide the champaign country of Chotee/~ 
gur from Berar. We had obferved for the laft two 


days many numerous flocks of fheep and goats in the 


villages. The foil was very fandy; and the white ants 
fo numerous, that they ate the people’s cloaths while 
they flept, and {carcely left them or me a pair of fhoes. 


APRIL 25th. Our march terminated at the little 
village of Cotala.. I had now proceeded fo far in a 
foutherly direction, as nearly‘to reach the Chanda 
frontier ; and I was informed that only one fmall Pur- 
gunnah, belonging to the Berar Rajah, intervened be- 
tween this place and the Nizam’s territory; through 
which a high road leads into the Ellore Circar. 


~ Tue hofilities which at this time exifted between 
the Nizam and the Mahratta Empire, fuggefted to me 
the necefiity of proceeding with caution, in pafling the 
ntier of their refpeclive countries; for, having no 
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pafs, nor public papers, to produce to the Nizam’s 
officers, it was very uncertain in what manner they 
might receive me; or whether they would not refit my 
entering the territory of theis. fovereign. The Pur- 
gunnah I fhould firft enter upon, fubjeét to the Nizam, 
was Chinnoor; the capital town of which, bearing the 
fame name, is fituated on the north bank of the river 
Godavery. I was informed that this was the only in- 
habited-place in the whole diftriét; for the Zemeendar 
who rented the country, having rebelled about feven 
years before, the Nizam had_fent a large body of 
troops to fubdue him; but, not being able to get 
poffeflion of his perfon, had laid wafte the country, 
and had encouraged his vaffals to pillage it likewife. 
This warfare had continued about four years, when 
the refra€tory Zemeendar was at length betrayed by his 
own adherents, and murdered; after which all his 
{trong holds were reduced. But the calamity occa- 
fioned by this fcene of rapine, and murder, fell 
heavieft upon the peafantry, who had all fled, and 
fought refuge in the neighbouring diftriéts; and, for 
the laft three years, .there had not been an inhabitant 
in the whole diftrict, excepting a few matchlockmen 
in the fort of Chinnoor. 


As my route would not lay within thirty miles of 
Chinnoor, I had nothing to apprehend from that quar- 
ter; and the reft of the country being defolate, there 
was no body to obftruét me until I fhould have crof- 
fed the Godavery, and proceeded about forty co/s along 
the fouth bank of that river, which would bring me 
upon the Rajah of Paloon/hah’s Frontier. 


Asururr Row, the Rajat of Paloonfhah, had like- 


wife refilted the Mezam’s government for many years; 
and at this time he barely acknowledged allegiance to 
him. Upon inquiring into his hiflory, character, and 
in what manner travellers who paffed through his coun- 
try were treated, I was informed, that tne old Rajah 
had left two fons, the eldet of whom, who was only 
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nineteen years of age at the time of his father’s de- 
ceafe, had fucceeded him. That his territory con- 
fifted of two Purgunnahs from the Cummun Zemeen- 
dary, viz. Paloonfhah, and Sunkergherry. He is a 
Munfubdar of the Empire, and holds the country as a 
Fagheer, on confideration of his maintaining a certain 
body of troops for the fervice of his fovereign. When 
the Nizam’s government was effective in Paloon/hah, 
all the roads were much frequented; but fince the 
Rajah had been refraétory, the roads were fhut up; 
and feveral horfe merchants who had attempted to pafs, 
through the country, òf late years, had been either 
robbed of their horfes, or the Rajah had taken them 


for much lefs than their real value. The only travel~ ~ 


lers who frequented this road at prefent, were the 
Brinjaries ; and they were only permitted to pals on 
condition of paying certain duties; but even this the 
Rajah would not have allowed, but from an appre- 
henfon that the Mahrattas might encourage the wild 
Goands, who. live in the hills on the ‘north fide of the 
Godavery, to plunder his country ; as indeed they had 
formerly done; when the rapine and murder commit- 
ted by them, had fo much diltreffed the Tillinghy in- 
habitants, that they ftood in the greateft dread of thofe | 
favages ever fince. 


From thefe unfavorable accounts of the Paloon/hah 
Rajah, I had little reafon to expeét that I fhould get 
through his country without trouble; which induced 
me to dirett my attention ferioufly to the Goand hills. 
and jungles, with a view to difcover, if poffible, fome 
track through them into the Company’s territory near 
the fea coaft. 


he Seerpour Purgunnah, I arrived near the town of 
Beejoor, within four cofs of the hills and: jungles that 

are inhabited only by the Goands. My information 
= goncerning the Nizam’s country being at this place. 


pi ArrIL 26th. Arrer fkirting along the eaft fide of 
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fully confirmed, I refolved to avoid it if pofible. I 

nderftood that there was no regular road through the 
hilly country to the fea coaft, but that the Brinjaries 
fometimes penetrate through it, and that they fre- 
quently go into thehills, with fugarand falt, to barter 
with the Goands for the produce of their jungles. The 
difference of latitude beetween Elore and this place, 
being little more than two degrees, convinced me that 
the diftance in a direĉt line could not be great. The 
route through Chinnoor, and Paloonf/hah, I knew to 
be very circuitous, which was another reafon for my 
wifhing to avoid it: I therefore purfued every inquiry 
as to the difpofition of the Goand chiefs who poffels 
thofe immenfe ranges of mountains, with a view to 
attempt a paflage through them. 


Tue diftrits adjoining to the eaftern parts of the 
Mahratia territory, were at this ‘time under Inxur 
Row, a Goand chief, who had formerly been the prin- 
cipal Rajah in the fouthern parts of Goandwannah ; and 
who held them as a Fagheer from the Berar govern- 
ment. I was told, that fome attention would be paid 
to my pafs throughout his territory, which extended 
a confiderable way into the hills: That, upon leaving 
his frontier, I fhould enter the country of the Buftar 
Rajah. And, having a recommendatory letter to 
that chief, I concluded that his fubjeéts would not 
materially impede my journey. As the diftance in a 
dire&t line, from Beejoor to the fea coaft, could not 
exceed one hundred and fifty miles, I had every reafon 
to expeét, that, on leaving Inkur Rows frontier, I 
fhould be enabled to reach the Company’s territory in 
five or fix long marches. I had refolved, moreover, 
to keep in referve provifions for twelve days con~ 
fumption, that, in the event of accidents or delays, 
in a wild country, and difficult road, we might not be 
diftreffed on this head; and fhould require nothing 
from the Goands, but to dire& us in the track we were 
to follow. I entertained but little doubt of meetin 

i K Brinjaries, 
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Brinjartes, who, for a handfome gratuity, might be `~ 
induced to affift us, and poffibly to conduét me through 

the Buftar territory ; in which cafe I fhould be totally 
independant of the Goands ; not conceiving that they 
would ever oppofe me in open force. 


Arris 27th. Wirn this plan in view, f entered 
upon Inxutr Row’s territory, and, after croffing the 
Baungunga river, encamped near the village of Dewil- 
murry, which is fituated on its eaftern bank. This 
was the moft confiderable Goand hamlet I had feen, 
and might confift of about fifty huts. An extenfive a 
fpot of ground was cleared and cultivated around it; * ° | 
and beyond the village fome lofty ranges of hills ap- > 
peared to rife. The river is here a confiderable ftream, 
being augmented by the junétion of the Wurda and 
Wainy Gunga, about three cofs to the north-weftward 
of this place. 


n 


Tue ufual refidence of Inxut Row is at Arpilly, 
about ten cofs diftant from Dewz/murry, in a N. E. di- 
re€lion among the hills. Heisa furdar of five hun- 

dred horfe in the Mahratia fervice, and was at this ~ 
time, abfent in command of an expedition againft the 
diftriéts of Edilabad and Neermul, belonging to the 
Nizam: Vhefe are feparated from Chanda only by 
a range of hills; the paffes through which had been 
already fecured, to prevent fupplies of grain being 
carried into the enemy’s country. 2 


Tue Goands had been fo much alarmed on our ap- 
proach, that they all fled out of the village; except- 
ing two or three men who had been converted to the 
Mahommedan faith; and who no fooner perceived 
that’ we were travellers, than their fears fubfided, and, 
after faluting us with the falam aletcum, they returned 
= , to take peaceable poffeffion of their dwellings. Nig 
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We procured here as much rice as we required; 
and the Goands having given us forage for our cattle 
gratis, and readily provided us with guides for the en- 
fuing day, I looked upon this as an aufpicious omen 
to my pafling through their hills and wilds without 
moleftation. { made fome inquiry into the nature of 
the track before us; but, not being able to underftand 
their jargon, the refult was little fatisfactory. Their 
hofpitable behaviour, however, encouraged me to pro- 
ceed. 


' 


Arrik 28th. We marched about fourteen miles, 
the road leading through a thick forel, in a narrow 
valley, to the village of Rajaram, where, foon after 
our arrival, {feveral Goands who were intoxicated came 
out of their huts, making a great uproar. We en- 
camped at a fmall, zank, about half a mile from the 
village, leaving the favages to enjoy their inebriation. 
The guides, who had conducted us from Dewilmurry, 
went into the village, and brought us two men, one 
of whom fpoke Tellinghy. The other, I was told, 
was a relation of Inxur Row’s, and a man of fome 
confequence; which indeed, from his appearance, I 
fhould not have difcovered; for, excepting a fmall 
cloth round his waift, he was perfe€tly naked. A little 
courtefy foon induced him to fupply us with fome dry 
grain, fuch as Raggy, and Indian corn; and as far as 
I could underftand, he feigned to regret that his 
country afforded nothing more acceptable to us. I 
made the Goand chief a trifling prefent, with which 
he appeared to be well pleafed, and fhewed an incli- 
nation to be much more communicative. This led me 
to queftion him concerning the Bufiar Goands; when 
he informed me, that at a very fhort diftance I fhould 
find them quite wild; and that even his appearance 
among them, with a white cloth on, was fufficient to 
alarm them; for they were all naked, both men and 
women. He faid, that in the direétion I was going, Í 
> fhould on theenfuing day enter the territory of another 
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Goand chief, who was nephew to Inxur Row, and 
who, in confequence of my Mahraita pafs, would \ 
treat me with attention. Beyond this, I fhould fall} 
in with a confiderable river, called the Jnderowty, and, 
after croffing it, fhould enter upon the Buflar Rajah’s 
territory of Bhopaulputiun, where the people are very 
wild. This intelligence was very pleafing to me; for, 
not having met with any rice this day, I began to ap- 
prehend that I had been negleétful in not taking a 
larger fupply from Dewtlmurry, and now determined 

to avail myfelf of the firt opportunity that might 
occur, to lay in as much as we could carry. 


As I expeéted to mect with Brinjaries on my way 
to the Inderowty river, I had determined to wait there 
until I fhould have laid in more grain, and procured 
guides who might be depended upon, for condu€ting 
us through the mountainous wildernefs between it and 
the Company’s territory. The Goand chief readily 
furnifhed guides from this place; but requefted that I 
would releafe them, on their being relieved by other 
guides, at the village of Cowlapour, which I fhould 
meet with about two cofs from Rajaram. This I 
faithfully promifed to comply with. ; 7 


y 
dams: 


Arr 29th. We proceeded towards the Inderowly, i 

and found fome Goaids ready ftationed at Cowlapour | 
to relieve our guides. Perceiving likewife fome Brin- 
jarves in the village, I ftopped to inquire of them how { 
far diftant the Jnderowty river was; and if they thought 
I could reach it that day. They replied in the nega- 


tive, and advifed me to halt at the village of Charrah, $ 
and to proceed to the river on the enfuing day, where Ay 
I fhould find fome of their tribe encamped. } 


z itz this fcheme in view I went on, and, the 
¿guides having been relieved, we moved on 'brifkly. 
eure path now became fo flight, as to be barely per- 

r - ` ` ` 
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ceptible, and the jungle almoft impenetrable. The 
hills clofed on’ both fides of us, and I had nothing 
‘but a profpe& of the moft impenetrable and moun- 
tainous wilds before me. Our guides frequently gave 
us the flip, and we immediately loft them in the 
woods; fo that it was with difficulty we reached the 
village of Charrah. It was evident that the inhabi- 
tants we now met with, were more uncivilized than 
thofe we had feen on our firft entering the Goand ter- 
ritory. T'he only two guides who had remained with 
us, delivered over their charge to the people of Char- 
rah; who, however, refufed to receiveit; and fhortly 
after, men, women, and children, ina body, deferted 
the village, and fled into the hills, and adjacent wilds, 
I was at a lofs to account for their fudden departure ; 
for, although fome fympioms of diffatisfaciion, or 
fear, had appeared in their countenances, on our frit 
arrival, they could have no caufe for fuch an abrupt 
proceeding. Our wants at this time were but few, 
and, in reality, confifted only in the neceffity we were 
under of having guides to conduét us through ‘this 
labyrinth of wildernefs; but how to procure one ap- 


peared an infurmountable difficulty, until chance - 


threw two Brinjaries in our way, whom I prevailed 
on to remain with us, and accompany us to the next 
village on the enfuing day. 


Apri goth. Havinc refolved this day to crofs the 
Inderowty, and, if poflible, to reach Bhopaulputtun, 
we commenced our march carly. The Brinjaries, 
who had not been detained without relu€tance, and 
evident marks of fear, now fupplicated earneftly to 
be releafed. I affured them that I would do fo, as 
, foon as a guide could be procured from the village of 
Fafely, which was faid to be only three cofs diftant, 
upon which they appeared to be fomewhat pacified. I 
travelled on as ufual a litte in front; but we had not 
proceeded far, when one of the Brinjaries informed 
us, that if the whole party appeared at once, the inha- 
bitants of the village would be alarmed, and would 
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certainly defert their habitations; by which our hopes 
of getting a guide would be fruftrated : That, to pre- 


vent this, he would go on in front, with only one man, 


meanly clad, while the reft of the party fhould remain 
a little behind. With this fcheme in view, the Brin- 
jary proceeded; but had fearcely gone a hundred yards 
from a little hill clofe on our le ft, when he perceived 
a confiderable body of men lying in a nulla, which 
run clofe under the end of the hill; and, upon our 
advancing, a difcharge of about thirty or forty match- 
Jocks, and many arrows, was fired upon us. This 
made us halt; and having only two Japos with me at 
the time, three or four fervants, and the lafcar with 
my perambilator, I refolved to fall back to my party. 
Upon our retiring, the Goands advanced ‘rapidly 
from the aul/a and jungle ; and a party of them made 
their appearance on the top of the hill. At this inftant, 
fortunately, I was joined by a naick and four fepoys 
of my advance, and immediately formed them, prim- 
ing and loading in a little fpace of open ground on 
our right. As foon as the fepoys had loaded, I would 
fain have parleyed with the favages before fring; but 
all my endeavours towards it were ineffe€tual ; ‘and as 
they “continued to rufh with impetuofity towards US, 
-with their, matches lighted, and arrows fixed in their 
bows, they received the fire of my party at the dif- 
tance of about twenty yards; when four or five of 
them inftantly dropped. This gave them an immediate 
‘check, and they ran off, hallooing and fhouting, into 
the woods; carrying off their killed and wounded, all 
but one body ; and leaving fome of their arms, which 
fel] into our poffeffion. The reft of my people having 
by this time joined me, I dire&ed a party of a naich 
and four /epoys to drive them from the hill: this they 
foor fete ae ; after which, difpofing of the fmall force 
‘I bad with me, in fuch a manner as it might act to 
) oft advantage if again attacked, we mov ed forward, 
ith the hope of reaching Bhopaulputtun, that night. 
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Nornine worthy of remark occurred until we came 


to the Inderowty river; where, not being able to find 
a ford,. we were neceflitated to- encamp on its bank. 
I was the more vexed at this difappointment, as it pre- 
vented our leaving the territory of the Goand chief 
whofe fubjeéts had treated us with fuch inhofpitality. 
The village of Fafely, which we had paffed, appeared 
to be deferted; and upon looking into the country 
around me, I could only perceive about ten huts, 
which weré likewife defolate. As the day clofed, I 
difcovered, with my telefcope, three or four men with 
matchiocks, who feemed to be obferving us from be- 
hind a rock on the oppofite fide of the river. They 
hallooed to usin a-language which we could not un- 
derftand; but the Brinjarves informed us, that they 
faid we fhould not be allowed to pafs the river, until 
they had received orders to that effe&t from Bhopaut- 
puun. To this I replied, that we had a pafs from 
the Mahraita government, which I would fend for the 
infpection of their chicf next morning. In about an 
hour after, they hallooed again, inquiring whether we 
came as friends or enemies. I defired the Brinjaries 
to reply, that we were travellers who paid for what we 
wanied, and took no notice of any thing but our road. 
The found of tom-éoms foon after apprized us, that 
the Goands were collecting, which induced me to dif- 
pole of the cattle, and their Joads, in fuch a manner 
as we could beft defend them if attacked: But the 
found ceafing, and perceiving no approach of the 
enemy}; we jaid down to reft under arms. About mid- 
night, the noife of people paddling through the water, 
informed us of their approach. They appeared to be 
croffing the river about half a mile above us, and 
from the found, I judged them to be in confiderable 
numbers. I immediately direéted all the lights to be 


put out, and enjoined a perfect filence. The night 


was exceedingly dark, which rendered it impoffible for 
the Goands to fee us, or we them, at a greater diftance 


than twenty yards. I fent fcouts to obferve their ` 
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motions, with direétions to retire before them, fhould 
they advance; which they did not however attempt; 
and, after deliberating about half an hour, they went 


back. 


Finpinc the people of the country thus inhofpitably 
inclined towards us, I conceived it would be hazard- 
ous to fend a meffenger to Bhopaulputiun ; for, fhould 
he be detained, or put to death, we might wait in vain 
for an anfwer, until the numbers by which we fhould 
be furrounded would effeétually cut off our retreat. 
The Goands appeared to be in full expe@ation of our 
attempting to pafs the river, which they would no 
doubt have refifted ; fo that the only way to extricate 
ourfelves from the prefent embarrafling fituation, was 
to retreat as faft as poflible by the road we had come. 
At midnight rain came on, which rendered the road 
very flippery for our cattle; but the weather clearing 
up at day break, we moved off in perfeét filence. 


a 


May 1ft. We had proceeded about eleven miles, 
without being obferved, when the difcharge of fome 
matchlocks apprized us, that the Goands were at no 
great diltance; and on coming to the village of Cow- 
lapour, through which our road led, we found about 
300 of them pofted in it, feemingly with a determina- 
tion to difpute the paflage. It was now about two 
o’clock in the afternoon, the fun bright, and, as ufual 
at this feafon of the year, exceffively hot. We had 
got back eighteen miles of our diftance, and had yet 
cight more to go before we could reach Rajaram; at 
which place I was refolved to take polt for that night. 
The rain had retarded the progrefs of my camels, but 


had proved beneficial in other refpeéts ; for the water. 


ing colle&ted in the hollows of the country, ena- 
Lay people to flake their thirft, which the heat, 
length ‘of the march, would otherwife have 
rendered infupportable. Upon our arrival within 
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mufket fhot of Cowlapour, I halted my party at a 
well, the only fupply of water to the village; and de- 
fired my people to lofe no time in refrelhing them- 
felves with a drink, and likewife to refrefh the cattle. 
The Goands fent me repeated threats of the annihila- 
tion of my party, unlefs we could pay them a large 
fum of money; to which I replied, that I would pay 
nothing; they having no right to demand it: and I 
cautioned them againft a¢ting in defiance to the pafs 
which I had in my poffeffion fram the Rajah of 
Nagpour ; whofe country I was in, and whofe fub- 
jeéts they were. Upon this they demanded to fee it, 
which I readily complied with; but none of them 
being able to read, they appeared doubtful of its au- 
thenticity. This parley engaged us for about an hour; 
when the people of the village growing thirlty, were ne- 
ceffitated to beg us to let them have accefs to the well; 
which, in hopes of pacifying them, we readily con- 
fented to; but they found the water had been drained 
by my people; who being now. refrefhed, I informed 
the Goands, that it was my determination to proceed 
immediately. To this they replied, that the fon of 
their chief was arrived, who affured us, that if our pafs. 
was authentic, we might proceed unmolefted to Raja- 
rum; where it would be further inveftigated. This 
being all we required, we purfued our route, and en- 
camped that evening, about five o'clock, at Rajarwm ; 
taking up our poft at a tank. Here we found the 
Goands, who had been very friendly before, all armed, 
and huddled together in a few detached huts; but no- 
thing, however, occurred to interrupt our repofe 
during the night. 


May ed. Wirt the commencement of the day we 
refumed our march;' but had fcarcely loaded the cat- 
tle, and moved off the ground, when a meffenger ar- 
rived, defiring us to halt until the Goand chief of that 
part of the country fhould arrive; which he faid would 
be in two or three hours. I replied, that what the 
chief might have to fay to me, he could as well com- 
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municate at Dewz/murry as at Rajarum ; and fo pro- 


ceeded on; when the meffenger, who appeared to be ' 


much furprized at our not paying obedience to the 
meffage, went off. About eleven o’clock we arrived 
at Dewilmurry; and, after crofling the river, en- 
camped on the oppofite fhore, within the Mahraiia 
territory. Our wants in grain having become very 
prefling, the people of the village cheerfully opened 
their fhops, and fupplied us abundantly with every 
thing we flood in need of. 


We had obferved two or three men following our 
rear, all the way from Rajarum; but little fufpeéied 
that it was the advance of the Goand chief's party, 
who had fent a meffenger to us in the morning. He 
arrived about an hour after us at Dewilmurry, and 
immediately fent a meffage, requiring to fee my pafs. 
It was accordingly fent him; when he fhewed every 
refpeét to it, and requefted an interview with me, 

>- which was likewife agreed upon. He came about 
noon, efcorted- by his attendants, and, after mutual 
falutations, a converfation, through the medium of 
an interpreter, took’ place. He apologized much for 
the ill treatment I had received in his country ; and 
expreffed fome fatisfaĉtion, that the people who had 
attacked me had met with their deferts. He affured 
me that he had no knowledge of my intention of going 
throngh his country, or he would have provided 
again{t any accidents of that kind; and was grieved 
for what we muft have fuffered in our retreat during 
fuch exceffive hot weather. He concluded by ex- 
prefing a hope that I would look over it, and not 
make any complaint againft him to the government at 
Nazpour. I replied, that, not haying fultained any 
matcrial injury, and, as he expreffed a great deal of 
contrition at what had happened, I fhould not prefer 
any complaint againft him, 


Uron inquiring his name, be told me it was Lory 


A 


Saw; that he had lately come from Nagpour, to take. 4 
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charge of his brother Inxut Row’s Jagheer, during 
his abfence with the Berar Rajah’s forces on, the 
Nizam’s frontier. He then departed, requefi.ag per- 
miflion to vifit me on the enfuing day. 


Tus Mahratta Aumil.in Dewilmurry informed us, 
that it was very fortunate we had loft no time in our 
retreat; for, notwithfanding the friendly affurances 
of the Goand chief, all his vaffals, and every neigh- 
bouring Goand Rajah, had been fummoned to co- 
operate with him, for the purpofe of plundering and 
cutting us off; and that if we had delayed but a few 
hours more, our retreat would have been almoft im- 
pollible. 


Rajan Lort Saw came again this evening, ac- 
cording to appointment, and was efcorted by a nu- 
merous retinue, with their pieces loaded, and matches 
burning. The falutation being over, I inquired of 
him as to the nature of the country through which it 
was my intention to have proceeded, by Bhopaul- 
puttun, to the Company’s territory. He candidly in- 
formed me, that I had done well in returning; for 
that the road, to my.party, would have been almoft 
impralicable. He defcribed the country as being 
very mountainous, and full of paffes which are ex- 
ceedingly fteep: that the only travellers who ever 
venture through it, are a few Briyaries, who expe- 
rience the greateft difficulties in their progrefs through 
thefe wild regions: that the inhabitants are of a more fa- 
vage nature than any others of the Goand tribes; both 
féxes going naked, and living entirely upon the pro- 
duce of their- woods: that even the people in his 
country, who, by communication with the Mahratias, 
had become in fome degree civilized, eat grain only 
during three months of the year, and fubfitt on roots, 


‘and fruits, during the remaining nine months. That 


after paffing Bhopaulputtun, we fhould not have been 
able to procure grain for our fubfiftence, and fhould 
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have found no other road than a flender foot path, in 
many places almoft impervious: that the wild Goands 
moreover would have continually haraffed us, and we 
muft have been frequently bewildered for want of a 


guide. 


From what information I could colle&, it did not 
appear that the want of grain in the hills, and forefts, 
between us and the Circar s, proceeded from any defi- 
ciency in the foil, for the trees which grow in it are 
large and Aeon ng; but, from the unfettled nature 
of “the wild AnA to whofe minds a TEA 


life is moft agreeable ; and while they find fuftenance. 


to their fatisfa@tion, produced fpontaneoufly by na- 
ture, they do not feel the neceflity of toiling for 
greater luxuries. Being unacquainted with any greater 
enjoyment than that of roving in their wilds, as their 
fancy direéts, they confider the occupations of huf- 
bandry and agriculture as fuperfluous, and not necef- 
fary for their welfare. 


Lox Suaw likewife informed me, that the Goands 
beyond his country had no matchlocks, which his peo- 
ple had been taught the ufe of by the Mahrattas; but 
they were all provided with bows and arrows; that 
they ufually fix the bow with their feet, direéting the 


_arrow and drawing the cord with their hand, and 


throw the arrow with precifion to a confiderable 
diltance. 


I computed that Lory Suaw’s party might amount 
to 500 Goands, moft of them large and “well made 
men. Upon comparing them with the fepoys, they ap- 
peared in no wife inferior to them in ftature, but very 
black; and I was informed that the Mahrattas confi- 
dered them as better foldiers than even the Rajepoots. 
In the little fkirmifh I had with them, I faw no reafon 
to think fo; but if I had had to contend with Lort 
_ Suaw’s men, who were certainly better armed than 


80 fe who had attacked us, I might perhaps have 
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I nap now no alternative in proceeding to the 
Company’s territory, but to go more to the fouthward, 
by the road I have mentioned before, as leading, 
through the Paloonf/hah Rajah’s country, into the El- 
lore Circar. Upon inquiring of Lort Saaw if he 
could give me any information as to the fituation and 
views of that chief, he replied, that he was then at va- 
riance with the Nizam ; but having once feen his De- 
wan, and being on terms of friendfhip with him, he - 
offered to give me a letter recommending me to his 
care and attention. A more agreeable propofal he 
could not have made, and I thankfully accepted his 
offer; but the Goand chief being unable to write, 
fome delay occurred before a man was found who 
could write in the Tellinghy chara€ter: he then digtated 
the letter, ahd having athxed his feal to it, delivered 
it to me. 


Lort Suaw having voluntarily done me a kind- 
nefs, I thought fome acknowledgment would be pro- 
per on my part. He had been very curious in 
examining the arms of the fepoys who were ftanding 
around me, and expreffed much furprife at the in- 
{tantancous manner in which he had feen them dif- 
charged. I took this opportunity of prefenting the 
chief with my -fowling-piece, which being fired be- 
fore him, he received it with every mark of gratitude 
and fatisfaétion, and faid, that it fhould be kept in his 
family, as a friendly memorial of the Fringhys ; (Eu- 


-ropceans;) and added, that I might reft affured his 


Goands would never more offer me any moleftation. 
The interview had now lafted five hours until ten at 
night, when he rofe up to take leave, and alluring 
me of eternal friendfhip, departed. 


May gd. We returned to Beejoor, where we fell 
in again with the high road, and proceeded the fame 


, day 
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day to Nuggong. The Mahraita Aumil at Becjoor 
readily relieved our-guides, and congratulated me on } 
my efcape from the mountains and jungles in which, 
he faid, fo many of his people had been loft, and 
never more heard of. He informed me, that even the 
Brinjartes, who never ventured among thefe Goands, 
until the moft folemn protefiations of fecurity were 
given, had in many inftances been plundered. The 
Berar Rajah, however, was much indebted to thefe 
~ travelling merchants for having conciliated, and, in 
fome degree, civilized a number of thofe wild people: 
for the traffic which they carry on among them, parti- 
cularly in falt and fugar, had introduced a tafte for d a 
f 
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luxuries, which many of them now could not eafily ~~ 4 
difpenfe with. This had alfo induced them to be Fa 
more induftrious in colleéting the produce of their b 
jungles; fuch as lac, iron ore, and other articles for A 


barter; and had necefiitated their affording prote&tion 
to the Brinjaries. In the courfe of this traffic, which 
had now latted about twenty-five years, the defire of 
the Goands for falt and fugar bad confiderably in- 
creafed ; and tended more to their civilization than 
any other means: for before they had tafted or ac- 


quired a relifh for thofe articles, no man could ven- $. 
ture among them; and he affured me, that it had on , 
a more powerful effet than the whole force of the - 
Mahratia arms, in rendering them obedient to their 

government. 


Soon after leaving Becjoor, we began gradually to 
defcend, and on our arrival at Nuggong, we found the 
country fo parched, that forage could not be pro- 
cured; which compelled me to feed my cattle on the 

* leaves of the Banyan tree,* and to increafe their al- 
~lowance of dry grain. The price of grain had very 
much increafed fince we had left Byragur; but was 
not now to be bought at more than eight feers for a 
rupee. A report having reached this place, that, in 
; Ts the 
f Ficus Bengalenfis, 3 : 
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the ‘{kirmifh between the Goands and my party, fome 

¢ hundreds had fallen on both fides, the inhabitants had, 
in confequence, taken the alarm; and it was not until 
1 had produced my pafs, that any of them would come 
near us. 


May 4th. We proceeded to Ewunpilly, a Mah- 
ratta po, on the fouth-eaft frontier of the Berar Ra- 
jah’s country, at which place, in a fmall mud fort, 
were ftationed about 2co horfe, and fome men with 
matchlocks. The alarm, which, on our approach, 
appeared to pervade them, was fuch, that they imme- 

x diately retired into the fort; where they fecured them- 
felves. I allowed my camp to be pitched, and waited 
till we had all taken fome refrefhment, before I fent 
my pafs for the infpe€tion of the commanding officer. 
My Moon/hee being then deputed with it, was refufed 
admittance into the fort; and the Mahratżas threatened 
to fire upon him if he did not immediately retire. He 
told them, that he had come without arms, and with only 
a paper to fhew to any of their party who could read; 
upon which, after fome little hefitation, they allowed 
him to come to the gate. When they had infpeéted 
the pafs, they faid it was a very old one, and declared 

~ that it muft be a counterfeit; for, from what part of 
the Englifh territory could I have come? They then 
very angrily told the man to go away, and to give 
them no further'trouble. I was much vexed at their 
inhofpitable conduét, and fent him once more to rea- 
fon with them upon the confequences of atiing in de- 
fiance tothe order and feal of the Berar Rajah; and 
to tel} them, that if they would not comply with the 
terms prefcribed in it, I fhould wait at Ewunpilly, and 
difpatch an account of their conduét to the Subahdar 
of Seepour, who refided only at the diftance of ten 
cofs weftward. It was not, however, until feveral 
hours had elapfed, that they could be perfuaded we 
“were not an enemy: but towards noon, they came 
~ out of the fort, and by the evening were quite pacified. 
© Atthis time the Mahraita officer on command came œ 


to 
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to pay me a vifit. I chided him for his alarm; to 
which he very reafonably replied, that circumf{peétion 
in his fituation was but proper; for, as the Nizam 
had many Fringhys in his fervice, how was he to know 
that I was not oneofthem. As it was not my intereft 
to enter into further altercation with him on the fub- 
je&, and his fears feemed to have fubfided, I began to 
interrogate him concerning the extent of the Mahraita 
territory to the fouthward ; and afked him if he would 
venture to recommend me to the care and attention of 
the Nizam’s officers in the adjoining diftri€t of Chin- 


noor. He replied, that the Mahratia territory ex- > 


tended only three cofs further; and that his Rajah 


being then at war with the Nizam, he could not ven=~ 


ture to enter into any correfpondence with his people. 
He then confirmed the accounts I had before received, 
of the whole diftri€&t of Ciznnoor being defolate. 


Havine now no other alternative, but to proceed 
by that route; and refleéting on the frequent inftances 
in which I had been diftreffed for want of guides; J 
inftru€ed fome of my people to endeavour to get three 
or four intelligent men, who fhould engage to accom- 
pany us to £llore, or Rajamandry ; and to promife, at 
the fame time, that they fhould be paid very largely 
for it. 1 confidered that if the Paloon/hah Rajah fhould 
prove hoftile, nothing but this would enable me to pufh 
through his country with rapidity, or any tolerable 
fuccefs. The difficulty of our fituation feemed indeed 
to be impreffed upon the whole party, and every man 
in it appeared to intereft himfelf in our mutual welfare, 
They cheerfully fubmitted to fuch hardfhips as the ne- 
ceflity of the cafe required, particularly in agreeing to 
carry grain through the wildernefs we had to traverfe. 
Three Mahratta Brinjaries were at length prevailed 
upon to conduét us to Rajamandry; whofe demands 
for compenfation were enormous; yet I was ne- 
ceflitated to comply with them; and the Mahratta 
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officer in command, being applied to for the refponfi - 
bility of their conduét, faid he would anfwer for their 
fidelity. R 


5 r 


May sth. Havinc now fupplied ourfelves with 
grain for feven days, we refumed our journey. The 
road led along the welt bank of the Baun Gunga river, 
through a very wild country ; and we had no fooner 
paffed the Mahratta boundary, than we entered a 
thick foreft. The mountains appeared to come clofe 
down to the eaft bank of the river, and every profpeét 
I had of them feemed to coincide with the accounts I 
had received of the wild country in that quarter. Soon 
after crofling the confines, I heard the found of tom- 
toms for a confiderable diftance, which was evidently 


a fignal of alarm; and as we proceeded, the ruins of: 


feveral villages occurred. About eleven o’clock, the 
fun being intenfely hot, and there being no water near 
the road, I was under the neceffity of halting, until 
my people, and cattle, could be refrefhed with water 
from the Baun Gunga. That river was in general from 
half a mile to a mile from the road, but being fepa- 
rated from us by a thick foreft, it was with difficulty 
we could penetrate to it. Having proceeded about 
feventeen miles to the ruins of the little village of 
Unnar, I halted at that place, until three in the after- 
noon. The extreme heat of the day would have in- 
duced me to halt here for the night ; but it was necef- 
fary to Bracers and to crofs the Godavery before dark, 
in order that the Nizam’s people might not have ume 
to obftruét our paflage. The road continued gradually 
defcending, and the foil was now wholly rock ee 
coarfe fand. Upon our arrival near the Godavery, I 

difcovered a large fort upon an emtmence, at the con- 
fluence of the Baun Gunga ;. and with my glafs could 
perceive a white flag. The found of tom-toms foon 


„after apprized us, that although the villages were de- 


ferted, the woods were full of men; and that the peo- 
VOL. VIL K ple 
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plé at their alarm pofts were on the watch. Orn 
coming to the river, we difcovered feveral fmall par= . | - 
ties of matchlockmen fcattered along the fands in its 

bed. I halted to colleét my party, and finding the 

ftream very fhallow, we crofed over without molefta- 

T tion, and encamped in a clear fpot of ground on the 

fouthern bank. 


I micut now be faid to have entered upon that 
part of India which is known by the name of Tellin- 
gana, the inhabitants of which are called Fellinghys, 


and {peak a language peculiar to themfelves. This j 
_dialeét appears to bear a firong refemblance to what, A 
in the Cirears, is called Genéoos. eS 
‘ 
x Arter the heat of the day, and length of the march, 


our fituation clofe to the rivtr had a very refrefhing 
and pleafing efleét. I was highly delighted with the l 
romantic view which the confluence of the Godavery 

and Baun Gunga rivers now prefented. I could fee 

quite up to the fort of Suruncka ; and an opening be- 

yond it likewife fhewed the junétion of the Jnderowly 

river with the latter. The blue mountains, and diftant 

forefts; which terminated the profpett, rendered the 

whole a very fublime and interefting fcene. A 


Tuere is here a fmall Pagoda facred to the Hindoo 
goddefs Cali, fituated on the north-eait bank of the 
river, at the confluence; which imparts its name to 
this paflage over the Gunga Godavery, called Califair 
ghayt; and annually draws a great concourfe of pil- 
grims, who, from ideas of purification, come to wafh 
in the waters of the confluent flreams.* 

Tux bed of the» Godavery at this ghaut is about a 
mile in breadth, and confilted at this feafon of a wide 
expanfe of fand. ‘The quantity of water, where we 
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> * The confluences of all the principal rivers throughout Hindooftan, 
Rees rel as their fources, are places of Hindoos worlhip and fuperfliuon z 
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= . . . . . . . 
/ eroffed it, was inconfiderable; being divided into 
four or five little ftreams, the fum of whofe widths did 
not exceed one hundred feet, and was no where more 


than fifteen inches deep. 
G 


May 6th. We commenced our march along the 
weftern bank of the Godavery. ~ On pafling the ruins 
of the town of Califatr, I could perceive the remains 
of an old fort, a mofque, and a My/fulman’s tomb. I 
was informed that this place had been the refidence of 
the Nizam’s officer who had formerly been intrufled 
with the charge of the diftri¢t of Caznnoor; and who 
having joined the Zemeendar in refifting the Nizam’s 
government, had afterwards fallen a vitim to his 
treachery. My march this day was through a thick 
foreft, gradually defcending the whole way ; and ter- 
minated at a fort, around which there had formerly 
been a confiderable town, called Mahadeopour; but 
which, excepting a fmall number of armed men, anda 


few miferable Tellinghy inhabitants, appeared now to` 


be defolate. The fort had a double rampart and foffe, 


and had evidently been a place of fome ftrength. 


The innumerable marks of cannon fhots on the walls, 
indicated that it had ftood a fiege, and had alfo made 
aconfiderable refiftance. We had no fooner encamped, 
than a mah came out to inquire for news of the Wi- 
zam’s and Mahratia atmies, and what was likely to be 
the iffue of the war; but not finding his curiofity gra- 
tified, he returned. 


May 7th. Arrenr leaving this place, we proceeded 
twenty-three miles, and encamped near a well on a 
{mall fpot of open ground in the jungle. Many de- 
ferted villages occurred on the march; and the road 
was for the moft part over a heavy fand, without a 
drop of water near it. The periodical rains having 
failed in this part of the country for feveral years, 
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- the tanks, wells, and refervoirs, had moftly dried up, , 


day the more diftrefling. The extreme thirft of my 
people and cattle foon exhaufted the little water we 
found in-the well, and the river being five miles dif- 
tant, and feparated from us by a ridge of hilis, was 
confequently out of our reach. Luckily the guides 
whom we had brought from Ewunpilly, and who had 
frequently travelled this road, informed us, that about 
the diftance of a mile, there were a few Goand huts, 
the inhabitants of which were fupplied with water from 
a fpring. We fet out immediately in fearch of it, and, 
to our great joy, found it was not dried up; and, on 


out. 


Marcuine at this feafon, in the heat of the day, 
opprefled us exceedingly; but the unfettled ftate of 
the country, and the probable rifk of being attacked, , 
rendered it unavoidable. Although the road was a 
beaten one, and tolerably clear of brufh-wood, yet the 
foreft on each fide being exceflively thick, might, if 
we had moved in the dark, have enabled an enemy to 
come upon us unawares: whereas, by travelling in 
the day, and taking our ground ina clear fpot, we 
were always in a fituation to defend ourfelves with ad- 
vantage. The women and children who had accom- 
panied the fepoys, and who, at the commencement of 
our journey, had been accuftomed to ride, were now, 
from the reduced ftate of the cattle, ‘compelled to 
walk. ‘They appeared, however, to be fully impreffed 
with the neceflity of the cafe; and although they would 
have fuffered lefs by travelling.in the cool of the 
night, yet they muft have created confiderable con- 
fufion, in café of an attack at that time; exclufive of 
which confiderations, the day-light was effentially ne- 
ceffary to my geographical purfuits. 


“a? 
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May 8th. We reached the Paloon/hah Rajah’s 
fronticr, and our journey terminated at the village of 
Etoor, where we fell in once more with the Godavery. 


N 


May oth. Procrenen to Naugwarrum. When we 
came within two miles of this place, the beating of 
tom-toms, and blowing of horns, again apprized us of 
an armed force being in the woods. Our guides in- 
formed us that it was the alarm pofts of Cummuny 
Boozy, a Zemeendar of Naugwarrum, and vaifal to 
Asururr Row, the Rajah of Paloonfhah. They ad- 
vifed me to proceed with caution; and, being known 
to his people, they propofed to go on firlt, and inform 
them who we were. I halted to collett my party ; 
and foon after one of the guides, who had gone for- 
ward to the village, returned with an account that the 
people would not credit a word he had faid, but had 
abufed him; and that the inhabitants were all armed, 
and affembled to oppofe us. Having no alternative 
but to proceed, I advanced with my party, and took 
a circuit by the river to avoid the village. The reft 
of my people followed in the rear; and as we did not 
pafs within reach of their fire arms, they continued to 
gaze at us without attempting to offer any hoftility, 
or to quit their poft. We then took up our ground 
on the bank of the river; and as foon as the camp 
was pitched, I advanced with two of our guides, and 
a few of the /epoys, towards the village. We beckoned 
to fome of the villagers to come forward, when a few 
of them came out to mect us, and finding we were not 
enemies, their alarm immediately fubfided. They 
informed us that the reafon of their keeping up thele 
pofts was to be on their guard againft the Goands, who, 
at this feafon, while the river is low, fometimes take 


the opportunity of croffing, and furprizing them in 


x 


the night. The rapine and murder which they,had 
fuffered by thefe fudden attacks, kept the Tellinghys 
in conftant alarm. 
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Tus afternoon, perceiving a little eminence, not \ — 
far from our camp, which feemed to prefent a favora- ) 
ble fituation for viewing the country, I went to it; / 
and was much gratified with a profpeét of about fif- í 
teen miles of the courfe of the Godavery. Immenfe 
ranges of mountains, and forefts, appeared to extend 
from Suruncha, along the eaft fide of the river, to the 
quarter oppofite this place ; and thence to the fouth- 
eaftward as far as the eye could reach. The wild 
fcenery which now prefented itfelf, and the rugged ap- 
pearance of the mountains, made me refleét with fatis- 
faGion on having relinquifhed the attempt of pene- 
trating through a country, where every imagina able A: 
difficulty and. danger mult have been encountered? 
and in which, perhaps, our whole party would have 
been cut off. 


Our guides, who, in confideration of the very large 
ryecompence I had offered them, had undertaken to 
conduct us into the Zllore Circar, were now exceed- 

-ingly cautious of fhewing themfelves in the villages ; 
and whenever grain, or any other article, was to be 
purchafed, it was with the utmoft reluctance that they 
could be perfuaded to interpret and deal for us with >- 
the Tellinghys. They alledged, that fhould they be 
recognized, they would undoubtedly, on their return, 
be feized and put to death, 


Ar Etoor we met fome people, conduéting about 
forty carts loaded with cotton, who, we were told, had 
come from Chanda; and were proceeding to the ma- 
nufaétories at Meddapollom in the Company’s terri- 
tory. Their cattle having fuffered much from the 
heat, and want of water, they had halted at this place 
o refre{h, previous to the continuance of their jour- 

they. It was pleafing to meet with travellers. fubjeé& 
to our own government in this inhofpitable country ; 
and this circuinftance evidently fhewed, that the road 
had long been frequented, I was informed, that 
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in feafons when water and grain are in abundance, 
the Brinjaries frequently pals this way from the fea 
coalt to Chanda. 


May ioth. I proceenep to Mangapeit, which is 
the head of a fmall Purgunnah bearing the fame name, 
and is the refidence of the Paloonfhah Rajah’s officer 
Naxrain Row. This is a large village, fituated clofe 
on the weft bank of the Godavery, and has a little mud 
fortin the middle of it. On coming to this place, we 
perceived a confiderable body of armed men, who, 
{oon after our arrival, appeared extremely ‘hoftile, 
and uttered a variety of threats againft us, of impri- 
fonment and deftruétion to the whole party. My 
followers were much intimidated thereby ; but, to pre- 
vent the panic increafing, I ordered the camp to be 
ftruck, and prepared for battle. The effect of this 
vas very vilible in the immediate alteration of their 
conduct towards us; and the altercation ended by an 
interview with Narrain Row. He was much fur- 
prifed at the prelude to our converfation, by my pre- 
fenting him with the letter from Lort Suaw; and had 
no fooner perufed it, than our affairs began to wear a 
better afpeét. Being a Tellinghy, and fpeaking no 
other language, we could only converfe through the 
medium of an interpreter; from whom I foon under- 
ftood, that he propofed to purchafe my Toorky horfe. 
T‘anfwered, that I was not a merchant, sand could not 
affent to his propofal. He then faid, that f fuch a fine 
animal had never come into his.country, and begged 
to know if I would part with it upon any other terms ; 
as he wifhed to prefent it to bis young Rajah, who was 
very fond of horfes. Upon this my interpreter in- 
formed him, that I could give no pofitive antwer for 
the prefent; but that if he would fend a refpectable 
man with me as far as the Company's territory, which 
I hoped to reach at furthet in feven days, E fhould 
then have lefs occafion tor the very ufeful fervices of 
the animal, and might fee) lefs reludiance to part with 


hir 
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him. Finding he could not prevail on me to fell him 
the Toorky, he then tried to purchafe a little horfe be- 
longing to the Femadar of my efcort, and one of the 
fepoy’s tattoos. As the animals were much reduced, 
and a good price was offered, bargains were very near 
being concluded; when conceiving it might create 
a fufpicion of our being ona trading concern, I im- 
mediately put a {top to the traffic; and as they did not 
offer any impediment to my proceeding, I ordered'the 
cattle to be loaded, and we moved off, leaving Nar- 
rain Row and his people fomewhat difappointed. 


Tue mountains continue clofe down to the eaft fide” 


of the Godavery, oppofite this place; and the wild in- 
habitants fometimes extend their depredations into the 
country on this fide of the river. The Tellinghys de- 
tailed to us fome horrid aéts of barbarity that had at- 
tended the pillaging of their village by the Goands: 
thefe, they faid, were always committed by fecret 
noéturnal expeditions; in which the mountaineers had 
frequently eluded the vigilance of their alarm pofts, 
and furprized the villagers while at reft; and neither 
the defencelefs perfons of women, or children, had, 
in fuch cafes, cfcaped their favage fury. Their wea- 
pons are bows and arrows, hatchets, and lances. 


TTavine afterwards heard of a people, who, in the 
Northern Circars, are called Coands, and whofe de- 
predations into thofe provinces are attended with fimi- 

„lar aĉis of cruelty, I naturally conceived them to be 
the fame tribe; but, in a converfation with CumauL 
Manummep, the officer in charge of the Mahratta 
Purgunnah of Manickpatam ; and who appeared to be 

„well acquainted with the different tribes of moun- 
taineers fubjećt to the Berar government; he informed 
me, that thefe are a different race from the Goands. 
‘The latter, he faid, are much larger men, and had, 
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in many inftances, been made good fubje&s; but the 


Coands are inferior in ftature, and fo wild, that every 
attempt which had been made to civilize: them had 
proved ineffectual. I never indeed met with a people 
who fhewed lefs inclination to hold converfe of any 


kind with ftrangers, than thefe mountaineers in gene- . 


ral. This difpofition in a great meafure fruftrated 
every attempt I made to acquire information of their 
manners and cufloms; among which the facrifice of 
birds, by fufpending them by the tips of their wings 
to the trees and buthes, on cach fide of the road, and 
leaving them to perifh by degrees, was almoft the only 
peculiar one I could difcover. The caufe of this 
cruel praétice I never could learn; yet I frequently 
obferved, that although the birds were fufpened at a 
convenient height for travellers to pafs under them, 
the Goands would never do fo; but always took a cir- 
cuit to avoid them. I once obferved a ram extended 
by the feet in the fame manner. Their food appeared 
to be the moft fimple imaginable, confifting chiefly 
of the roots and produce of their woods. They go 
for the moft part naked; and when pinched by cold, 
they alleviate it by making fires, for which their forefts 
fupply them with abundance of fuel; and when the 
heat of the fun becomes oppreflive, they feck fhelter, 
and recline under the fhade of large trees. 


May 14th. Havine met with no moleftation during 
the three preceding marches, we arrived this day at 
Nainpour ; where we encamped in a tope of Palmyra* 
trees, clofe to the weft bank of the Godavery river, 
and oppofite to the town of Badrachill. At this place, 
the Rajah of Paloonfhah colletts taxes upon all goods 
pafling through his country by this road; and there 
were at this time about two hundred Hackerys,t and 
a prodigious number of bullocks, detained, ont the 

uties 


* Boraffus Flabelliformis, + Country carts. 
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duties on the goods which they carried fhould be af- 4 
feffed} and paid. This amounted to not lefs than ` 
twenty five per cent. The merchandize was cotton, i 
which the Mahrattas were ex porting into the Circars ; , SE 
in exchange for which commodity they ufually import 
falt, and coco nuts, into Chanda, Nagpour, and other 
parts of Berar. 


- Tue hills which border the eat bank of the Goda- 

very, from Maugapeit to this place, are of a moderate 
height; and the mountains appeared now to retire 
about feven miles inland. The fpace between the two 
ranges is covered with a thick forett. A 


Terg isa Pagoda at Badrachill, facred to SETA, 
the confort of Rama. -The worfhip of the goddefs is 
in high repute at this place; and valt numbers of pil- 
grims refort to it. The temple is fituated on a little 
hill about forty fect high; but is meanly conftruéted. 
I was informed that the Rajah of Paloonfhah had re- 
cently prefented a {mall g golden idol, or moorut, to it. 
The town is fituated about 200 yards to the fouthward 
of the Pagoda, clofe under another little hill, and 
-confilts of about one hundred huts, in the middle of 
which was a tiled habitation, faid to be the abode of A 
the principal Brahmen; and the whole is furrounded 
by a thick jungle. From the great reputation of this 
place, I expected to have found a more confiderable i 
town, and was therefore much furprized at its mean 
appearance, 


— 


Soon after our arrival, the man in charge of the 
poil came to our encampment, and propoled to pur- 
chafe the horfes and camels. To this he received a 
‘fevere rebuke, and was told that we were not mer- 
Chants. Finding, àfter many fruitlefs attempts, that 
None of the cattie were to be fold, he then began to 
affefs duties on them; which. neceffitated my giving 
direGlions for his being turned out of camp. aftar 

s tnis, 
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this, we had no further intercourfe with him; but it 
was evident that he had difpatched feveral expreffes to 
Paloonfnah, with information concerning us, as Nar- 
Rain Row, I afterwards found, had done from Man- 
gapet, 


May 15th. Ar day-break we moved off, in high 
fpirits, at the profpect of the fpecdy refpite which 
our arrival in the Coinpany’s territory, in three days 


more, would give to our toils. I had obferved, fince. 


our entrance into the Paloonfkah Rajah’s territory, 
many Teak trees;* but none from which timbers of 
large dimenfions could be formed. Being told that 
we fhou!d not meet with any more after this day’s 
march, I was giving directions to a lafcar to cut half 
a dozen fticks, when a horfeman rode up to me, and 
faid, that I fhould do well to return and encamp; for 
the Rajah having heard of my entering his country, 
had fent a Vakeel to know by what authority I had 
prefumed to do fo. I afked him his name and occu- 
pation. He replied, that his name was Mortizatty, 
and ‘that he commanded a body of Tellinghys in the 
Rajah of Paloonfhah's fervice; a party of whom 
would foon arrive with the Vakeel. I expreffed much 
averfion to countermarch any part of the diftance I 
had come that day, and propofed to proceed, and en- 
camp at the firit convenient fpot where water and 


forage could be procured; and to wait there for the 


CC-0. 


arrival of the Vakeel. After fome altercation this was 
agreed upon; when we proceeded about two miles 
further, and encamped at a {mall village called Pocul- 
lapilly. 


In an hour after, the Vakeel arrived, attended by. 
about fifty armed men. He informed me that he was 
deputed by the Rajah of Paloonfhch to afcertain who 
I was, and to inquire by what authority I was pafling 
through his territory.- I fhewed him the Mahratta 

-pafs, 
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7 f. pafs, which would precifely afford him that informa- | : 
. tion. He defired I would give him the papers; and if 
I had any pafs from the Nizam, that I would like- 
iY wife deliver it into his hands; in order that they might x 


Vy be forwarded for the infpeétion of the Rajat, whofe 
4} pleafure would foon be communicated, regarding me, 
T and my people. I replied, I had no pafs from the 
! Hl Nizam, but that he might have copies of fuch of my 
oo | papers as he had feen; and added, that being within 
two days journey of the Britifh territory, and my 


$ 
| bufinefs urgent, I hoped the Rajah would not detain. 
' | me unneceffarily ; but would allow me to proceed as | 
i foon as pofible.. The Vakeel then retired with my A 
| i, Moonj/hee to copy the papers, affuring me that I fhould © 
i ° have an anfwer before night. 

- | Marrers remained in this ftate until about four 


| o'clock in the afternoon, when I received information 
l ` thata large body of men were pofted at the pafs of 
Soondpilly Gundy, through which our road was to lead, 
with orders to refift us in cafe we fhould attempt to 
force our way to the Company’s frontier. The ac- 
counts of this force varied from one to three thoufand 
men. ' I had refolved to wait the refult of the Rajah’s 
infpe€tion of the copy of my Mahratta Purwannah, 
before I fhould determine upon any other plan of ac- 
tion; and knowing that i had not done his country, 
or any of his people, the leaft injury, and that he 
could have no juft plea for molefting me, I was 
not without hope that he would let me proceed. In 
a few minutes after, the found of horfes’ feet induced 
me to look out of my tent; when a body of horfemen 
inftantly gallopped in between the tent ropes. My 
people were at this time repofing in the fhade, during 
the heat of the day, all but two fentries, who were on 
guard, and who immediately on the alarm came run- * 
ning to my tent. I difpatched a man to call the Vakeel, 
while ihe fepoys, who were very alert, got under 
arms; and I foon joined them with the other two men, 
shee prepared for the worft that could happen. I 
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now defired the horfemen to retire, and inquired the 
meaning of their intruding upon us in fo abrupta 
manner. The man who commanded came forward, 
and faid that he had his Rajah’s orders to take me to 
Paloonfhah. At this inftant the Vakeel arrived. I 
afked him the meaning of thefe meafures, after matters 
had been adjufted on the faith of his word, and Iwas. 
waiting till the Raja/’s pleafure fhould be made known 
tome. I requefled, that, to prevent hoftilities com- 
mencing immediately, he would order the horfemen to 
fall back. He advanced towards them for that pur- 


‘pofe, which gave me an opportunity of afcertaining 


aa 


their number; when I counted twenty-five, all well 
armed and mounted ; but in their rear was a large body 
of infantry, many of whom were armed with European 
mufkets and bayonets; and the whole might have 
amounted to three hundred men. 


Hap this been all the force they could have brought 
again{t me, I fhould have paid very little attention to» 
the Rajah or his people; but if this body fhould an- 
noy us in the rear, and I had had to force my way 
through the pafs of Scondpilly Gundy, it was not pro- 
bable, that, with my fmall efcort, confifting only of 
thirty-two firelocks, I could have come off without 
the lofs at leat of my baggage. As the Påloonfhah 
diftriét joined to the Company’s territory, it impreffed 
me ftrongly with the idea, that when it fhould be af- 
certained that I was a fervant of the Briti/h govern- 
ment, the Rajah would not venture to do me any ma- 
terial injury, unlefs my conduét fhould juftify it by 
firt commencing holtilities. 


Tue horfemen being now retired, the Vakeel came 
back, and begged that I would be pacified; upon 
which I ordered the fepoys to fit down with their arms, 
and went with a fmali party to my tent. The Vakeel 
then explained to me the caufe of the fudden appear- 
ance of the troops. It had been occafioned, he faid, 
by a report which had reached Paloonf/hah, of, my 
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having, in defiance of the Rajah’s orders, intended to \ 
force my way to the Company’s fronticr. ‘That he, 
being much incenfed at the difrefpe& fhewn to his 
authority, had fent this detachment to bring my party 

: to Paloonfhah ; and in the event of our refifting, had 
given orders to plunder and harafs us; which would 
delay our progrefs, untila man fhould arrive at the 
polt of Soondpilly Gundy, with inftru€lions to fell the 
trees in the road, and {tockade the pafs. 


naast 


bai 


mounted, came with MorTizaLLy into my tent; when 

we ‘commenced a converfation upon the meafures 

which were to be purfued. They at firit infifted upon 

my inftantly complying with the orders they had re- 

ceived to carry me to Paloonfhah. This I pofitively 

refufed, alledging, that we had come a long march that 

day, and were notin a condition- to undertake a fecond. 

J told them, that I had no objeétion to go to Paloon- 

Shah the next day; but that, if the Rajah thought I 

would fubmit to be treated in the fmalleft degree be- 
neath that dignity and refpeti which he might think due i 
to his own perfon, he would find himfelf miftaken ; for 

JI would fooner burn the whole of my baggage, to pre- A 
vent its falling into his poffeffion ; and would contend | 
-with him to the utmoft of my ability in forcing a paf- 
fage to the Company's frontier. I added, that the 
Raja's country being contiguous to our own, he muft 
be well aware of our military reputation. To thefe 
obfervations they feemed in fome degree to affent ; but 
replied, that fuch meafures had been taken to prevent 
our efeape, that it would be impofiible for us to F 
effeét it; and that I fhould do well to go to Paloon- 
Shah, where, they: did not doubt, the Rajah would 
fhew ame every attention. Finding, however, that I 
aeeticonincd not to move any more that day, they ` 
agreed that we fhould commence our march to Paloon- 


Shah early the enfuing morning. we 


Tue man in command of the troops having dif ( 
` 
4 


‘ 
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Tne Rajak’s people now retired to the village, 
where they took up their abode for the night. As 
foon as they were gone, I ordered the camp to be 
{truck, the cattle to be picketted, and the baggage to 
be piled up around them; and then diftributed my 
people in four parties, fo as to form nearly a {quare. 
I had chofen on our arrival a commanding fituation ; 
and we had a well of fine water within | twenty- five 
yards, which would have been completely under our 
fire. Thus fituated, and having with us grain for five 
days, the Rajah’s people would not have found it an 
eafy matter to make any ferious impreffion on the 
party. But our greateft want was ammunition, having 
not more than fifty rounds each man; which, Kad 
hoftilities commenced, would in all probability have 
been expended in the firt contet.. My followers 
were impreffed with a confiderable degree of alarm at 
our fituation, and the women fet up a moft difmal la- 
mentation. To puta flop to the panic was abfolutely 
neceflary ; but it was not till every conciliatory mea- 
fure had been exhauitled, and threats ufed, that { could 
oblige them to keep their fears to honit and 
weep in filence. The fepors, however, feemed to take 
the matter very coolly, which enabled me, after giv- 
ing them direttions to wake me on the firft alarm, to 
lay down to reft with fome confidence. Their alert- 
nefs, I found, did not a little diflurb the Rajeh’s 
people who were encamped in the village; but the 
whole night pafled without any ferious occurrence, 


May 16th. Earty this morning I fevnt notice to the 
Rajah’s people that we were ready to attend them to 
Paloonfhah ; and foon after we all moved off in fepa- 
rate parties. The road for the firft fix miles was 
through a thick foreft; and fo narrow, that our cattle 
travelled with much difficulty: We then fell into a 
high road, and moved on pretty brifkly. During the 
march, Von aLty frequently came up to me, "and 
fecmed to be greatly akan with’ my horfe; an account 
of which, I afterwards round, had been communicated 


CC-0. Gurukul Kangri Uniersity Haridwar Collection. Digitized by S3 Foundation USA 


“ Pa 


5. ee ee ee 


160 NARRATIVE OF A ROUTE 


to the Rajah. When arrived within fix miles of Pa- | 
loonfhah, a range of hills feemed to clofe upon us, 
and we came to the top of a very confiderable accli- 
vity. I now found that we had been deceived in the 
diftance ; for inftead of five cofs, as they had told us, 

it proved to be fixteen miles. The fun began to be 
intenfely hot, and the thirft of my people became al- 
moft infupportable. At the top of the pafs were 
feveral batteries for the defence of this approach to 
Paloonfhah ; and we perceived a circular cavity, which 
fortunately proved to bea Bowlie, that had been funk, 
in this.elevated region, for fupplying the poft with | 
water. Many of the party, with a view to flake their A 
thirft, defcened into it. The defcent was by a fet of © 
circular fteps, of which they counted one hundred : 
Thefe being rudely formed, and about two fect each 

in depth, rendered the approach to the water fo dif- 
ficult and laborious, that feveral of the men were in- 
duced to return before they had gone half way ; and 
thofe who, had reached the bottom, found themfelves 

but little benefitted by it, after the fatigue of re-afcend- 

ing. I computed the depth of the well to be at leaft 

180 feet. 


deasg 


From this place we began to defcend by a road, in 
fome parts eafy, and fteep in others; though in the 
aggregate the defcent was very: confiderable. Our 
march having hitherto been ina thick foreft, the prof- 
peét of the town and fort of Paloonfhah, fituated ina 
rich and luxuriant valley, now became very pleafing. 
We pafled a barrier which defends the approach to the 
town, and confifts of a ftrong rampart, faced with j 
mafonry, which is conneéted with the hills on the eaft i 
fide ofit. A narrow and rocky defile, winding round 
the weft fide of the rampart, is the only entrance to | 

the valley. 


A We advanced to a very fine mango grove, and 
halted under the fhade of the trees until the Rajah  \ 
fhould be made acquainted with our arrival; and 
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a place pointed out for us to encamp on. This 
gave me an opportunity of obferving the welt fide of 
the town and fort, which were now only half a mile 
diftant. A man foon arrived, and fhewed us a {pot 
to encamp on, which was about a mile further to the 
fouth-ealtward, in a mango grove, and near the bank 
of arivulet in which a little ftream was flowing. This’ 
cool and pleafant fituation, with the romantic appear- 
ance of the hills, which rofe immediately behind us, 
diffipated in a great meafure the difagreeable reflec- 
tions which had been caufed by our compulfory vifit 
to this place. 


We had no fooner encamped, than the Rajah fent - 
Morriza.ty to congratulate me on my arrival, and 
to exprefs his folicitude for the inconvenience I muft 
have fuffered from the heat; likewife to inform me, 
that when I fhould have refrefhed myfelf, and taken 
fome repofe, he would fend people to inquire into the 
reafon of my coming into his country, and afcertain ° 
who I aétually was. No further occurrence worthy 
of remark happened during the reft of the day; exe 
cepting the polling of a body of about 500 men be- 
tween us and the fort; I was therefore at heime to di- 
reét my attention to the fcene around me, 


Tue valley in which Paloonfhah is fituated, is about 
four miles wide, and, notwith{tanding the failure of 
the periodical rains, had every appearance of ver- 
dure and fertility. The fort is a fquare of about 300 
yards, and has a large round tower at each angle. 
The entrance to it is on the eaft fide. The rampart is 
faced with mafonry, and is furrounded by a deep dry 
ditch. It is well covered with a glacis, and may be 
confidered as a place of fome ftrength. With my 
telefcope I could perceive fome large iron guns in ~ 
the embrafures; which, the Rajah’s people faid, were 
twelve pounders that he had brought from Maful- 


Y 
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` patam. The Rajah’s dwelling is a fmall Hindooflanny 


houfe, the top of which I could fee above the walls. 
The town was by far the largeft I-had feen fince leav- 
ing Chunarghur, and appeared,to be very populous. 
It is at Jealt two miles in circumference, but confifts, 
for the moft part, of poor Tellinghy huts. The valley 
is furrounded on all fides by lofty ranges of hills, the 
paffes through which are the only acceffes to Paloon- 


Shah. 


‘Some of my people, who had been admitted into 
the arfenal, reported that they had feen a manufaéture 
for matchlock guns, jznjalls,* fpears, fabres, and 
every fpecies of weapon commonly ufed by the na- 
tives. The Rajah had likewife a train of fix brafs 
field pieces, which, with their limbers and tumbrils 
complete, appeared to be well taken care of. 


In the evening the Vakeel, accompanied by three 
or four well drefled men, came to my tent. He de- 
tailed a number of incidents relative to the defperate 
fituation of the Fringhys in the’Circars, and repre- 
fented the removal of the troops about that time from 
Ellore to Mafulipatam, for a more healthy fituation, 
as a defeat and flight, previous to embarkation; and 
the return of the two battalions from Hydrabad as a 
certain omen of deftruétion to the Britifh interefts in 
that part of India: and he concluded by informing 
me, that it was the Rajah’s intention to fend the whole 
of my party to Hydrabad. Finding thefe fchemes to 
intimidate me had not the defired effeét, and that, as I 
was acquainted with the Nzzam’s capital, and the cha- 
ra€lers of his principal officers, I had no obje@lion to 
march towards it the enfuing morning, their aftonifh- 
ment was fo great, that they immediately departed to 


i = a report thereof to the Rajah. 


Towarps night, we repeated the precaution we had 


. taken for our defence, on the preceding evening, at 
© Pocullapilly. This created a great alarm, and they 


immediately 
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immediately reinforced the’ parties that had been fta- 

f tioned to guard the avenues to the fort. © The whole 
of the troops which were now applied to this purpofe, 
could not be lefs than 1500 men; which fhewed that, 
notwith{tanding their great fuperiority in numbers, the 
Rajah was under no {mall apprehenfion at our fituation 
fo near his fortrefs. The whole night however paffed 
without any alarm. - 


May 17th. Tis morning the Vakeel came to me 

with a requeft, that I would fend my Toorky horfe, 

4 and three fheep which I had brought with me from 
Chunarghur, for the Rajah’s infpeétion. This I readily 
complied with; and at the fame time demanded an in- 
terview with the Rajah, and permiffion to depart; al- 
ledging, that my bufinefs was very urgent, and would 
admit of no further delay. In about an hour the horfe 
was returned, with a very polite meflage from the Ra- 
jah, exprefling how much he had been gratified by the 
fight of fo beautiful an animal ; and requefting to know 

if any thing would induce me to part with him: but 

as the evening had been appointed for the interview, I 
deferred returning an anfwer until that period fhould 
“arrive. In the mean time the Rajah had detained my 
fheep, which, having tails, were confidered here as 
great curiofities; and had fent me ‘three others in re- 
turn, the produce of his country, on whom nature 
had not beftowed that curious‘appendage. The man 
who had taken charge of them, having intimated that 
we were badly off for forage, about fifty bundles of 
grafs were immediately fent to us. 


Towarps evening the numerous concourfe of people 
who affembled round the fort, with all the cavalry 
that could be muftered, and two elephants caparifoned 
with fcarlet, and carrying howders, announced to me 
the preparation for an interview with the Rajah. My 

Y 4 Jasons ai tent 
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j - tent having been appointed for the place of meeting, I | 
ii was apprchenfive that fo large a body of people would 
| i incommode us exceedingly; but was foon relieved 
i from this apprehenfion by a meffage from the Rajah, 
| | defiring that the interview might take place in a gar- 
| j den, ata {mall diftance from our encampment, called 
i i Khaufskaug. This was a very pleafing circumftance ; 
j A | and foon after the whole cavalcade paffed my tent, 
Aii the horfemen manoeuvering and difplaying their agility. 
| j The noife of drums, horns, and trumpets, was im- 
| i menfe. The Rajah was mounted on a very fine ele- 
i Í phant, preceded by a fmall one, which they told me 
Eo pi carried the water of the Ganges before him.* The > 
! multitude had no fooner paffed, than I followed with 
j about fifty attendants; and upon my arrival at the 
a garden, I found the Rajah and his people had juft dif- 
15) mounted. The crowd having opened to admit me, I 
found him feated in a Chinefe chair, with a number of 
good looking and well dreffed men around him. He 
rofe up to falute me, which I returned, and feated 
myfelf likewife. He appeared to be a handfome young 
man, about twenty years of age, and was very ele- 
gantly dreffed. He began by putting many pertinent 
queflions to me concerning Hydrabad, the Nizam, 
his minifter, and the principal officers of his empire; | > 
with a view to find out if what I had afferted the pre- 
ceding evening was true. My anfwers convinced him 
that I was much better acquainted with the Nizam’s 
court, and with the charaéters of his principal officers, 
than he was; and particularly with the hiftory of 
Duounsan, the officer who formerly poffeffed the 
Nizam’s Purgunnahs of Neermul and Edilabad; and 
who had almoft ruined the Rajah’s father, and family, 
by pillaging his country, and fubverting his interefts 
at Hydrabad, j As 


f 

3 f i 
The cuftom of carrying the water of the Ganges to the remoteft parts | 
oak dia is very common ; and the rich Hindoos are at a confiderable ex- ; 

r sence to obtain it. The Rajah’s people endeavoured to imprefs me with d 

A high notion of his fanftity as a Brahmen; but I found, an inquiry, thathe } 
Was-only of the Elmy cah, coprefponding nearly with the KRajepoots of j ` 
\ 

$ 


z 
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As I fufpeéted that the beauty of my horfe had been 
f__ the principal caufe of our being brought to. Paluon/hah, 
I now took the opportunity of prefenting him to the 
Rajah. His fatisfattion at this event was warmly ex- 
preffed; and he immediately defired I would make my- 
{elf perfeétly cafy ; for I fhould be at liberty to depart 
on the enfuing day. This was all I wanted; and the 
interview ending foon after, a large quantity of coco 
nuts, and mangos, were fent me; and I retired, heartily 
pleafed with the profpeét of marching on the follow- 
ing morning. But my troubles did not end here; .for 
fome of the Company’s Zemeendars who had been in 
4 confinement at Madras, had, about this time, made 
~ their efcape, and arrived at Paloon/hah. They had fo 
much influence in prepoffeffing the Rajah againft me, 
that the whole of the enfuing day was {pent in pro-, 
curing a fupply of grain, and guides to dire&t us acrofs 
the country into the high road that leads to the Com- 
pany’s frontier. 


Our departure was confequently delayed until the 
morning of the 19th, when Morrizatty, and the 
Vakeel, whofe good offices I had, in fome meafure, 


~~ been neceffitated to purchafe, advifed me to lofe no 


time in quitting the Raja's territory; for the people 

who had lately efcaped from Madras, might fo far 
prejudice him againft us, as to induce him to throw 
further obftacles in our way. I could not, however, 

get away from Paloon/hah before eight o'clock; for, ~ 

at my departure, every houfehold fervant belonging 

to the Rajah came out, in expeftation of fome gra- 
tuity. Having at length got rid of their importunities, 

we fet out, accompanied by Morvrizarty, and the 
Vakeel; who, when he had proceeded about a mile, ; 
delivered over a guide to direét us; and after prefent- : 
ing me a paflport to fhew to the Rajah’s people, at 

the polt of Dommapett, they took their leaye. 


D Our 
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Our Mahratta guides, who had accompanied us 
from Ewunpilly, were, during our ftay at Paloonfhah, 
quite ftupified with fear left they fhould be appre- 
hended. We had, however, difguifed them in fuch a 
manner that they efcaped undifcovered; and their 
fpirits began now to revive. Although our prefent 
track was unknown to them, they were of great ufe to 
us in managing the Tellinghys whom we procured as 
guides from the Rajah’s people. Having now pro- 
ceeded about three miles, in a narrow defile between 
two ranges of hills, the road interfeéted by ravines, 
and in fome parts {trongly ftockaded, the hill fort of 
Sunkurgherry on a fudden opened to our view. ‘The 
diftance was too great to enable me'to judge of the 
nature of its works; but it had, on the whole, a pretty 
and romantic appearance. Leaving this place about 
three miles to the northward of our track, the coun- 
try continued exceedingly wild, and our road was 
merely a flight foot path through thick jungles. The 
few villages that occurred were very poor, and fituated 
moftly in little fpots of ground that had been cleared 
for cultivation. By noon we had: travelled about 
eleven miles, when we came to a little {pring, where 
finding alfo fome fhady trees, I halted, to enable the 
people, and cattle, to drink and refrefh. In about an 
hour I moved on, refolving to proceed as far as pof- 
fible, in hopes of reaching the Company’s frontier on 
the enfuing day. Our road again continued between 
two ranges of hills, which gradually converged, until 
we came to the entrance of the ftrongeft pafs I ever 
beheld, called Mooty Gautty, which is likewife for- 
tified. It confifts of a narrow paffage, not more than 
twenty feet in width, and half a mile long; and the 
tock rifing perpendicularly on each fide. Beyond this 
the paffage diminifhes to about ten feet; and a little 
ftream of water, that iffues from a rock on the caft fide, 
flows through it, After proceeding about a hundred 
yards, through the narroweft part of the defile, we came 
F : to 


%, 
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, to a very fteep afcent, which led- to the top of the 

f pafs. Here I halted to colle& my party, and then 
moved on, about two miles further, to a little rivulet 
near the village of Fogaram, where we encamped at 
5 P. M. haying marched a diftance of twenty-five 
miles. 


Tue pafs we had come through forms one of the 
ftrongeft natural defences to Paloon/hah; and might 
be defended, by a few refolute men, againft any 
numbers. That of Soondpilly Gundy, which we fhould 
have come through, had we continued our journey 

g. along the high road, is fituated about four cofs to the 
eaftward of Mooty Gautty, in the fame range of hills. ` 


Tue little village near which we encamped, con- : 

fitted only of five poor huts; and the inhabitants, who 

were as uncouth as any of the human fpecies I ever / 
met with, came out, to the number of about eleven, 
inéluding women and children, to gaze at us. They 
were of the Dair caft, and fpoke the Tellinghy lan- 
guage, but, by living in this wild and retired part of 

the country, were totally ignorant of every thing be- 
‘yond the concerns of their own little hamlet, 


May goth. Ar day break we moved forward; and 
as the poft of Dommapett was only feven miles diftant, 
it behoved me to pafs it with caution. I colleéted 
therefore my party into acompaétt body; and we foon a 
came in fight of it. I found it confifted of a fmall 
mud fort; from which about fifty armed men iffued, 
as we approached, and attempted to ftop us. I 
fhewed them the Rajah’s pafs, to which, however, they 
paid no regard ; but being now within five cofs of the 
Company’s frontier, I was determined not to be 
plagued by them; and drawing up the fepoys oppofite 
to the party, I told the man in command, that I 
would not be detained. As the high road ran clofe 
by this place, the Rajah’s guides were of no further | 
2 r 
= l ufe | 
CC-0. Gurukul Kangri University Haridwar Collection. Digitized by S3 Foundation USA 


8 (a a mŘiŘħħ 


168 “NARRATIVE OF A ROUTE 


ufe to us; and as thofe we had brought from Ewun- 
pilly undertook to lead us, I ordered the followers to 
move on with their baggage, and foon after followed 
myfelf with the fepoys. Some parties ftole into the 
jungle upon-our flanks; but finding that we kept a 
conflant watch over them, they did not attempt to 
fire upon us; and the jungle foon became fo thick, 
that. they were no longer able to make their way 
through it, and we loft fight of them. 


I nan now only one place more to pafs belonging 
to the Paloonfhah Rajah; a {mall poft called after 
him, Afhrufrow Pett, where we arrived about 2 P. M. 
On our approach, the people all ran into the fort; 
but as they did not offer to molefl us, we foon pafled 
it; and arrived, about four o’clock, at the little 
village of Dubagooram, fituated on the Polaram Ra- 
jaks frontier; and fubjeé to the Britifh government. 


May 21ft. We had marched twenty-feven miles 
from our lat encampment; and the heat, for the laft 
two days, had harraffed us a good deal; but being 


- now arrived within the Company’s territory, our 


troubles were nearly at an end. Our grain was ex- 
haufted; and the village being too fmall to afford us 
‘any, I moved about fix miles to the village of Tar- 
filly, in the Talook of Reddy, where our very urgent 
wants were fupplied. The inhabitants were a good 
deal furprized at our appearance, not conceiving by 
what road we could have come into that part of the 
country; but knowing that, although we wére not 
attached to the Madras prefidency, we were fubjeéts 
to the fame government, they fhewed us every 


attention. In two more eafy marches we reached . 


Yerinagoodum, a place in Colonel Prarse’s route 
from Madras to Calcutta, where my geographical 


labours terminated; and it being a road com: 


monly frequented by the Britifh troops, I found 
here on my arrival every: refrefhment provided. 
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May 24th. I proceeded to Rajamundry, and hav- 
ing recroffed the Godavery, encamped under the north 
fide of the fort. ` Here I had the firit grateful fight of 
an European countenance, which was produétive of 
the moft pleafing fenfations; for I had now been 
four months in the focisty of the natives; through 
paths the molt rugged; and in fituations that required 
their utmoft perfeverance to furmount. Their pa- 
tience was frequently called forth, to enable them to 
fubfift on the fcanty provifion, which they were ne- 
ceffitated to carry on their own fhoulders, in a moun- 
tainous wildernefs; and their greateft fortitude was 
fummoned to contend with favage hordes; to. whofe 
mercy had'it been ourfate to fubmit, but little chance 
could have been expected of efcaping with our lives. 
The due fouthing in this journey was little more 
than eight degrees; but the -circuitous windings we 
were obliged to take, to penetrate through the coun- 
try, had increafed the whole diftance to 1125 Britifh 
miles. The hard fervice which the cattle had en- 
dured, had reduced them: fo low, that a fourth part 
were now too much exhaufted to recover, and pe- 
rifhed. Two of my Hirkarrahshad been cut off by the 
Goands; which, with four followers attached to. the 
fepoys, was the whole lofs our party had fuftained;: 


“And confidefing the difficult nature of the fervice, it 
was as little as could be expetted. Indeed, the utter’ 


impoffibility of any individual efcaping, who might 
leave the party, had neceflitated the utmoft precau- 
tion and indefatigable exertions of the whole, for our 
mutual prefervation; and in many fituations of dif- 
ficulty, -I was infinitely obliged to them for that 
zealous fupport, and attachment, which were pro- 
duétive of fo fortunate and fuccefSful a termination to 


our toils. 
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An Account of a new Species of DELPHINUS, 
An Inhabitant of the Gances. F 
Ve D 


BY DOCTOR ROXBURGH. 


INNÆUS, in his arrangement of the animal 

4 kingdom, feparates the Narval, Whales, Cacho- 
lets, and Dolphins, compriling the tribe of cetaceous 
animals, from the fiflres, and places them in the clafs 4 
Mammalia, bécaufe they fuckle their young. This ~ 
mode has been by fome deemed unnatural; but as it 
renders.the arrangement methodical, eafy, and con- 
fpicuous, it is now generally followed.* The animals 
of the cetaceous order of the clafs Mammalia, to which 
belongs the fpecies now to be defcribed, are charac- 
terized by the following circumflances. They in- 
habit the ocean, or large rivers. They have no feet. 
They breathe through a fiftulous opening on the 
upper part of the head. ‘They have two pectoral fins, 
and an horizontally flatted tail. ‘They copulate and 
fuckle their young like quadrupeds; which they re- 7” 
` {emble alfo in the ftruéture and ufe of their internal 
parts. : 


| 


f 
j 
H 
H 


l x 
OT et ai, De Veena 


guifhed chiefly by theteeth. That to which this new 
fpecies belongs, is denominated Delphinus ; the effential 
_ character of the fpecies thereof is: They are furnifhed $ 
with bony teeth in each jaw ; whereas the other three X 
genera have either no teeth, or have them in one jaw 
only. Gmettin’s laft edition of the Sytema Nature of 
Linn us, mentions only four diftinét fpecies, viz. Pho- 


| 
i 
i Tux four genera ‘compofing this order, are diftin- ¢ 


Cena, 
pa * Pexnant, inhis Brith Zoology, makes a different arrange- 
y ment: by which he places the Cete amongit the fifhes, diflnbuting j 


the whole into three grand divifions. alt, Ceraceous-fith. ad, Care. Ai 
CE oAnukuk anori Maldenily HadsyarGellectien, Rializeduiyds8ifiowndétiomuSA 


laft grand clafs, he follows Linn aus. 


Page. £70. 
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